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General Articles 


THE IMPORTANCE OF THE 
VETERINARY PROFESSION TO NEW 
ZEALAND 


Address by Lord Bledisloe (Governor-General) 
in opening the Annual General Meeting of 
the New Zealand V.M.A. 


I am _ delighted to be here’ open 
your Conference and to wish you _ all 
success in your deliberations. You belong to 
an honourable profession with which I have been 
closely associated for upwards of 40 years and 
whose services are of incalculable value in 
maintaining a high standard of animal health 
within the ambit of your beneficient activities. 
This is of especial importance in a country like 
New Zealand whose economic welfare—indeed 
whose economic existence—is predominantly 
interwoven with her pastoral industry, which 
in turn depends for its well-being upon the health 
and vigour of its live-stock and their fitness for 
the commercial requirements expected of them. 
It is through the medium of gatherings such 
as this, when veterinarians from all parts of 
the Dominion meet in friendly conference, that 
interchange of views:and experiences can be 
effected, that practical knowledge can be materi- 
ally enhanced, and that the services to the 
community of your great profession may be most 
substantially enriched. The time of the Con- 
ference will, IL understand, be mainly devoted 
to the reading of papers on the most approved 
methods of maintaining animal health and 
vigour and on the prevention and control of 
disease by utilising already ascertained know- 
ledge and also—with the “ afflatus ” of the true 
scientific instinct—on problems which are still 
the subject of research, observation and experi- 
ment with a view to their early elucidation and 


solution and the consequent strengthening of 


your hands and brains as confident practitioners. 
It is difficult to overrate the value of periodic 
“symposia ” such as this to a profession whose 
activities are based on science or systematised 
knowledge during a period when science— 
especially in the field of physiology, «etiology 
and therapeutics—is advancing by leaps and 
bounds, throwing ever fresh light upon erst- 
while mysteries, and in a part of the world 
detached from the great humming centres of 
human intercourse with their immeasurable 
opportunities for strengthening vocational 


efficiency on the anvil of up-to-date scientific 
investigation and multifarious experience. 

A bountiful Providence has endowed New 
Zealand with an ideal climate—a climate un- 


_ surpassed throughout the world in promoting 


physical comfort and the health of both human 
beings and farm animals. Under normal econ- 
omic conditions such environmental blessings— 
especially in a country noted for its prolificacy 
and rate of physical growth—are calculated to 
encourage waste (including waste of animal life. 
or at least an indifference to animal well-being) 
and resort to the teachings of science and to the 
assistance of scientific practitioners is apt to be- 
come slack. Economic adversity, with all its 
concomitant distress and impoverishment, is not 
without its advantages. In face of it human 
beings, unless super-civilised into mendicant 
atrophy, instinctively become more self-reliant, 
less wasteful and often, perhaps unconsciously, 
more scientific. While often short-sightedly re- 
luctant to pay for scientific assistance, their 
minds are, perhaps unconsciously, attuned to the 
scientific method, and thus in the long run more 
enlightened productive enterprise is developed. 

The Veterinary Profession in New Zealand, 
with its up-to-date and efficient central labora- 
tory at Wallaceville, keeps well abreast of the 
steady advance which is being made in veter- 
inary science throughout the world, and in this 
connection I have been glad to realise that the 
information disseminated by - the Imperial 
Bureau of Animal Health and the other scien- 
tific. bureaux established as the result of the 
Imperial Agricultural Research Conference, over 
which I presided in London in 1927, _ proved 
to be of considerable value. 

I am informed that the aehiilineti of this 
Association followed am annual meeting of the 
Australian Association for the Advancement of 
Science held in New Zealand in 1923, in which 
a number of Australian and New Zealand veter- 
inarians participated, and that its subsequent 
career has been successful and eminently fruit- 
ful in its results. Bringing together, as it does, 
men engaged both in private practice and in 
official duties, it has in it all the elements neces- 
sary for maintaining for the profession a high 
standard of efficiency based upon the _ best 
modern knowledge, this being aided by its affilia- 
tion with the British and Australian Asso- 
ciations. 

In regard to animal disease New Zealand is 
exceptionally fortunate, in that it is free from 
several serious diseases which in some other 
countries involve heavy loss to stock owners. 
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While its insular position has been a contri- 
buting factor, wise administration, by maintain- 
ing efficient safeguards against the introduction 
of disease, has been mainly responsible for 
enabling this condition to be maintained. In 
this matter stock owners have prudently co- 
operated in accepting import restrictions without 
seriously questioning their necessity. Indeed, 
they have gone even further, a considerable sec- 
tion of them strongly opposing the opening of 
New Zealand ports to British pedigree live- 
stock, notwithstanding the fact that veterinary 
science is able not merely to demonstrate the 
practical impossibility of carrying foot-and- 
mouth disease in any live animal from Great 
Britain to this Dominion but also to establish 
such thorough precautionary measures, by 
quarantine and otherwise, as to convert proba- 
bility into certainty in the matter of its non- 
introduction. There is an urgent and growing 
need for the introduction of fresh animal blood 
of almost every description, if quality and suit- 
ability of type are to be maintained in face of 
the fierce competition of other countries, whose 
stock-owners are not troubled with the same 
apprehensions. This problem has been rendered 
more acute by the new and hopeful commercial 
prospects in respect of chilled beef (in spite of 
possible temporary restrictions upon beef ex- 
ports) and of swine husbandry as a profitable 
side-line of dairy-farming, for which purposes 
the average beef animal and pig of New Zealand 
are respectively ill-suited. It is relatively as 
important to utilise modern science construc- 
tively for the purpose of maintaining and 
developing trade in live-stock and their various 
products, when it can be done with safety, as 
to utilise it, as is sometimes necessary, in a 
repressive way for the purpose of controlling 
and eradicating disease. A due sense of pro- 
portion, coupled with accurate and up-to-date 
knowledge, is indispensable to true progress. 

On looking into the past history of the Domin- 
ion I find that from 1898 to 1902 swine fever 
caused trouble, but was stamped out in ‘the 
last-mentioned year, no further outbreak. occur- 
ring until last year. This was dealt with 
thoroughly and _ effectively, and the disease 
quickly eradicated. In this last outbreak there 
was not even any suspicion of infection having 
been introduced by imported animals, the feed- 
ing of pigs on uncooked garbage being the 
evident cause. 

Anthrax was at one time a troublesome and 
extremely dangerous disease consequent upon 
the use of imported bone manure, An effective 
system of sterilisation of this material was 
established, and the further introduction of in- 
fection prevented. 

Blackleg appears to be well under control. 

The incidence of bovine tuberculosis has, as 
the result of effective inspection and control, 


been maintained at a remarkably low level, not- 
withstanding the great increase in the cattle 
population in recent years. The percentage of 
cattle affected with this disease in Great Britain 
is probably ten times that in New Zealand. 
Whatever may be the degree of immunisation 
against human tuberculosis, which is effected 
by the ingestion of the bovine tubercle bacillus 
in milk (and there can be little doubt that it is 
considerable) its detrimental effects as well as 
those of the Bacillus coli in creating morbid 
human conditions, especially among young 
children, sufficiently justify the crusade in 
favour of clean and disease-free milk and the 
process of pasteurisation (at a moderately high 
temperature) in this country. But it must 
always be remembered that the incomparable 
potency of milk in resisting disease among 
children is at least as great as its potency in 
causing it, and vigilant care must be taken lest 
the process of its artificial purification and fac- 
tory manipulation involves such an enhanced 
cost as to induce its inadequate consumption by 
the infant population. Your municipalities 
appear to be fully alive to this consideration. It 
is noteworthy that, whereas both Great Britain 
and New Zealand are suffering economically 
from a surfeit of milk production, there are no 
civilised countries in the world which appear to 
consume less milk (and thin cream) than they 
do per head of population. 

The entire eradication of bovine tuberculosis 
from the milk supply in this Dominion is a 
worthy and not impracticable objective. It will 
augment the overseas commercial credit of New 
Zealand dairy products and avoid the condem- 
nation of pig carcases through separated milk 
infection. 

Of all the bovine diseases which materially 
affect the prosperity of the New Zealand dairy 
farmer none are more widely prevalent or in- 
volve greater commercial loss than mammitis 
and contagious abortion. The proportion of cows 
affected with the former is, I am informed, at 
least 5 five per cent. and with the latter 30 per 
cent., although probably no more than 12 per 
cent. of the heifers actually abort. Cheese quality 
is materially affected by the influence of mam- 
mitis on the action of starters. Curative treat- 
ment of mammitis and preventive inoculation 
as a safeguard against contagious abortion have 
in New Zealand, as in Great Britain, provided 
no confidently hopeful results. Vaccination 
with a live vaccine has in the latter case been 
partially successful at Home, but it involves no 
small risk of creating fresh centres of infection. 
I should like particularly to commend and en- 
dorse the wise advice of the Department of Agri- 
culture, in relation to mammitis, that the strictest 
possible hygienic measures be adopted in the 
process of milking and that the utmost cleanli- 
ness be observed in the milking shed, all animals 
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known to be affected being always milked last, 
thus obviating the risk of spreading infection 
through the medium of the milkers’ hands or 
the cups of the milking machines. 

In the matter of soil deficiency diseases, such 
as bush sickness, dopiness in sheep, Waihi dis- 
ease and xanthine calculi, the research work 
of eminent New Zealanders and its translation 
into successful ameliorative practice stand pre- 
eminent in the world among the economic ad- 
vantages flowing from the practical application 
of scientific discovery. 

As regards disease conditions generally which 
may be deemed to obtain in this Dominion, much 
valuable research work has been and is still 
being done, particularly in connection with the 
diseases of dairy cattle, sheep and pigs, and 
animal dietetics. The veterinary profession can 
confidently claim to have done good work in 
New Zealand, work in which both private and 
ofticial veterinarians have taken their due share. 
It would be in the best interests of the farming 
community, as well as of your profession, if 
private veterinary practice were more extensive 
in this country, especially in the dairying dis- 
tricts where the various ailments to which cows, 
particularly those on intensively farmed areas, 
are prone could be promptly and _ properly 
treated, and much avoidable wastage thereby 
prevented. There are, I know, economic diffi- 
culties in such a development, but when cir- 
cumstances render it possible an effort should 
be made to establish some satisfactory co-opera- 
tive arrangement between dairy companies and 
veterinarians with this object in view. 

The public of this Dominion are particularly 
fortunate in the efficiency and thoroughness of 
the meat inspection conducted by the Veterinary 
Staff of the Department of Agriculture through- 
out this country. Having visited many slaughter- 
houses and freezing works in North and South 
America and several European countries, as well 
as in New Zealand, I can confidently affirm that 
nowhere have I seen more effective protection 
afforded against the risk of transmitting animal 
diseases to human beings through the medium 
of meat. 


HUMAN AND ANIMAL DISEASE 
AFFINITIES 


And this leads me to what I deem to be the 
most interesting and fascinating branch of 
Veterinary Research. Many diseases, as we 
know, are transmitted from domestic animals 
to mankind, such as_ bovine’ tuberculosis, 
anthrax, glanders, cowpox, undulant fever and 
hydatids. There is a growing realisation— 
which may prove to become a valuable weapon 
in combating human diseases—that morbid con- 
ditions, common alike to animals and man, may 
be traceable to the same source, have a common 
etiology, although possibly passing under 


different names and disclosing different symp- 
toms in their victims. Owing to several of these 
being due to soil or water deficiencies (for which 
New Zealand is interestingly notorious) there is 
probably no more favourable environment for 
the conduct of this line of research or for the 
friendly co-operation of the two branches of the 
healing profession than this country presents. 
Such co-operation is insistently needed. In this 
Dominion, as in Denmark, there is fortunately 
a sympathetic liaison in regard to disease be- 
tween the Government Departments of Health 
and Agriculture, and in some instances promising 
comradeship in research between individual 
practitioners in each camp. Personally, I look 
forward to the time when there will take place 
both in Great Britain and in her Oversea, 
Dominions not only Medical and Veterinary Con- 
ferences but also periodically joint conferences 
of medical men and veterinarians, whose views, 
based upon practice, observation or research, may 
be freely exchanged and knowledge thereby 
materially advanced to the advantage alike of 
human beings and dumb animals. No doubt the 
great difference in the diet of men and of animals 
renders difficult a reasonably accurate comparison 
as regards the influence of soil and water upon 
their physical well-being. Human food being 
obtained from a variety of sources and situa- 
tions, local deficiencies in soil or water do not 
affect mankind in equal degree with animals 
whose entire food supply is wont to be derived 
from the field whereon they graze. But it is 
not impossible to trace similar abnormality in 
both to a deficiency in the same chemical ele- 
ment. Thus in the case of goitre (a disease 
unfortunately prevalent in many parts of New 
Zealand), although the precise etiology of its 
human manifestations is not clearly determined, 
the presence and assimilation of iodine in cer- 
tain localities has been found alike in the case 
of human beings, cattle and fish to minimise its 
prevalence. Is it not conceivable that so-called 
* bush-sickness ” in cattle said to be due to a 
deficiency of iron, or dopiness in sheep, attri- 
buted to lack of adequate lime, may have their 
respective counter-parts in certain locally pre- 
valent human disorders which may prove to 
be traceable to the same deficiencies? 

In no branch of veterinary bacteriology has 
there been a greater advance during the last 
decade than in the investigation of diseases due 
to ultra-microscopic filtrable viruses, and it is 
becoming increasingly evident that there is a 
close affinity between human and animal dis- 
eases due to this cause. The numerous diseases 
of this description in domestic animals are pro- 
viding an excellent field for experimental study 
of closely allied virus diseases in man, as, for 
example, on the one hand foot-and-mouth dis- 
ease, louping-ill, swine fever, hog cholera and 
rinderpest (or cattle plague) and on the other 
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sleeping sickness (encephalitis lethargica) and 
infantile paralysis (poliomyelitis). Distemper 
in dogs is a notable and interesting example, 
in that it is found to bear a close resemblance 
to human influenza, both in its primary form 
and in its complications. There is also often 
a curious and possibly significant resemblance 
in the matter of infection between human and 
animal disease. Thus the virus of rabies in 
animals and that of poliomyelitis or infantile 
paralysis in human beings show a remarkable 
affinity for the cells of the central nervous 
system and their multiplication or culmination 
in discoverable disease appears to be conditional 
upon their contact with these cells. Similar 
resemblance affecting the stage of virus infection 
is being discovered as between infantile paraly- 
sis and louping-ill in sheep. Conversely, the 
strange fungoid disease known as actinomyco- 
sis is common to cattle and to men, but the 
organisms found in man are seldom identical 
with those causing the same disease in animals. 
One useful channel of remedial treatment of 
human disorders resulting from such collabora- 
tion between veterinarians and medical re- 
searchers is the comparison of results obtained 
in the matter of immunisation by inoculation 
with a vaccine or serum prepared from disease 
organisms of similar character. Taking the 
case of the close affinity between human influ- 
enza and animal distemper, both of a catarrhal 
character, it is known that the primary infec- 
tion by such filter-passing viruses prepares the 
way for a host of secondary invaders and that 
this secondary invasion determines the mortal- 
itv. Vaccines for each of these diseases made 
from organisms which cause the secondary in- 
fections have been found efficacious in diminish- 
ing the incidence and virulence of such infec- 
tions. Experimental research, especially in 
virus diseases of animals, will be the chief clue 
to prophylactic treatment of similar diseases in 
man. 

I see that you will be discussing, inter alia, 
the subject of deterioration of hides. ‘New 
Zealand is fortunate in being exempt from the 
appalling injury inflicted upon cattle hides in 
Great Britain by the ravages of the warble fly. 
This should materially enhance the relative 
market value of New Zealand leather. 

The economic significance of disease to the 
dairy industry cannot be ascertained with any 
degree of precision, but I understand that as the 
result of a careful estimate made a few years 
ago it was considered that sterility produced a 
loss amounting to between 10 and 15 per cent. 
of the butter and cheese produced, abortion 24 
per cent. and mammitis 5 per cent., and that 
the aggregate annual loss from these sources 
alone would, at present values, amount to be- 
tween 2 and 24 million pounds per annum. In 
addition, a group of the most important defi- 


ciency diseases of sheep were estimated to 
account for the loss of probably 200,000 lambs 
each year. It will thus be seen that the main- 
tenance of animal health is an economic factor 
of the greatest importance to the New Zealand 
farming industry. One of the most striking 
features is the allowance which must be made 
for dairy herd renewal. Estimates which have 
been made indicate that, on the average, com- 
plete herd renewal has to be effected within 
a period of from six to seven years and that 
the brevity of the useful life of the dairy cow in 
New Zealand is largely attributable to the in- 
roads of disease associated with imperfect nutri- 
tion. The various deficiency diseases of New 
Zealand, indicating a lack of lime, phosphorus, 
iron or protein, bring into prominence the need 
for co-ordinated work between the geologist, 
the chemist, and the veterinary officer. Already 
there are well recognised in New Zealand cer- 
tain areas, unfortunately notorious because of 
the stock sickness immediately associated with 
them. In a number of instances this trouble 
can be directly associated with the geological 
characteristics of certain soils. The chemist 
has been engaged in an examination of these 
soils, and of their pastures, while the influence 
of the feed and environment on the actual 
animals themselves requires study on the part 
of the nutritional worker and the veterinarian. 
The chemist has discovered that there are such 
fluctuations in the nutritional yield of pastures 
at different periods of the year as will tend to 
cause liability to serious under-nourishment and, 
with it, the liability to contract not only defi- 
ciency diseases, but others of a more or less 
contagious character. There has been evidence 
in recent years of a considerable and salutary 
change in the outlook adopted towards animal 
disease. There has been a distinct tendency 
to endeavour rather to study the animal in health 
than when afflicted with specific diseases, and 
presumably this realisation has been brought 
about by a greater appreciation on the part of 
the veterinarian, and of farmers also, of the 
very great importance which adequate and 
balanced nutrition plays both in the health and 
disease of our stock. 

Gentlemen, your profession is one of high 
standing and repute and immeasurable utility in 
a territory like this, where the welfare of its 
animal population is an essential condition of 
national prosperity and progress. You have my 
cordial good wishes not only for the success of 
this Convention but also for that of your in- 
dividual skill in the pursuit of your patriotic 
vocation. 

The Annual General Meeting of the New 
Zealand Veterinary Association, Incorporated, a 
body affiliated with the National Veterinary 
Medical Association of Great Britain and 
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Delegates to the Annual Conference of the New Zealand Veterinary Association held at Welling- 
fon on July 3rd and 4th, 1934. 
Reading from the left, back row: Messrs. J. E. McIlwaine, C. V. Dayus, P. Haugh, S. Fletcher, 
D. Marshall, W. M. Webster, E. J. Lukey, W. C. Barry (Director, Live-stock Division, Department 
of Agriculture), R. H. Meade, A. Leslie, H. D. Le Souef, C. S. M. Hopkirk (Officer-in-Charge, Veterin- 
ary Laboratory, Wallaceville, Hon. Secretary to Association), C. S. Elphick, Captain Tweedie, 
(Aide-de-Camp to the Governor-General), Messrs. T. A. Blake, A. MacKenzie, E. H. Stephens. Front 
row: Messrs. E. L. Siddail, W. Peirson, A. L. Thompson, T. H. Hankin, H. S. S. Kyle, m.p., 
A. M. Brodie (President), the Governor-General, Lord Bledisloe, Dr. €. J. Reakes (Director- 
General, Department of Agriculture), —— pf Mi _— W. D. Blair, A. Bayly, R. B. Wood, 
phick. 


Ireland, took place on July 8rd and 4th, at 
Wellington, New Zealand. The meeting was 
opened by His Excellency, the Governor-General, 
Lord Bledisloe, who gave the address reproduced 
above. 

Apart from the private business of the Asso- 
ciation, discussion centred on a variety of dis- 
eases. Concerning foot-and-mouth disease, the 
lifting of the embargo on importation of stock 
from Great Britain was advocated, the Associa- 
tion being generally in agreement, though some 
wished to see importation controlled by Breed 
Societies. Regarding distemper in dogs it was 
reported that this complaint has reached serious 
dimensions and that the inability to get virus 


in a viable state from Great Britain is causing 


concern, 

Intradermal testing of cattle was demon- 
strated for both Johne’s disease and tuberculo- 
sis—diseases which are requiring greater atten- 
tion as farming becomes more intensive and 
the public demand purer milk. 

Milk fever of the ewe, birthweight of lambs, 
teat duct infection in cows, and hide deteriora- 
tion were all subjects introduced by members 
for discussion. 

The meeting was well attended, 29 members 
out of 43 being present from all over New 
Zealand. 

C. S. M. Hopkirk, Hon. Secretary. 


AUTUMNAL ITCH 
A. W. NOEL PILLERS, F.R.c.v.s., F.R.S.E. 


During August and September this year, 
harvest bugs, heel bugs or harvest mites have 
been extremely prevalent. This short note has 
been written in the hope that it may draw the 
attention of practitioners to these acari and to 
the lesions they produce. The mites are just 
visible, reddish pink in colour, and have soft 
integuments. They are found under leaves and 
in gardens and stubble fields. The adults and 
larve are often predacious but some are vege- 
table feeders. The six-legged larva or autumnal 
leptus represents a stage in the life cycle of one 
or more mites. A common one is Trombicula 
autumnalis (Trombidium holosericeum), The 
larvie readily attach themselves to the skins of 
wild animals. This year I have received speci- 
mens from the anal region of a wild rabbit, 
from the head and ears of cats, from the face 
and heels of horses, from the feet, legs and skin 
of dogs and from man. The larvze puncture the 
skin and cause an intense irritation which later 
may give rise to a pustular dermatitis. The 
infestation may be so marked as to suggest that 
the animal has been rubbing against red paint; 
sometimes the condition may be mistaken for 
sarcoptic mange and in dogs the eyelids may 
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become so sore and swollen as to hide the eye- 
ball. When the mites fasten themselves be- 
tween the digits, dogs will often persist in biting 
their feet for considerable periods. In addition 
to the names given above, it is sometimes called 
the gooseberry bug, and in France is referred 
to as rouget and béte rouge. 

The leptus is figured in many works on medical 
entomology, but the microphotograph accompany- 
ing this note will give some idea of the 
appearance of the mite when discovered in a 
skin scraping which has been subjected to a 
weak solution of caustic potash. It will be seen 
that there are six legs of seven joints each, 
that the abdominal wall is easily broken and 
that the legs terminate in a pair of small claws. 
The legs of the mange mites end in suckers. 
The irritation can usually be controlled by the 
application of a sedative, emollient, and anti- 
septic ointment. Weak derris powder ointment 
does quite well where the hair is strong and 
short. In the case of animals with a heavy 
crop of long silky hair, watery solutions are 
indicated. 


Trombicula autumnalis hexapod larva from skin 
of dog, x 120. 


FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE IN 
LINCOLNSHIRE 


The existence of foot-and-mouth disease was 
officially confirmed on Saturday among cattle and 
pigs at Atterby Cliff, Bishop Norton, Lincoln- 
shire. The area subject to restrictions in the 
movement of animals lies in the counties of Lin- 
coln (parts of Kesteven), Lincoln (parts of Lind- 
sey), and Nottinghamshire. About 120 pigs and 
20 cattle have been slaughtered. 


CRUELTY TO ANIMALS IN 
MOROCCO 
HAMILTON KIRK, mM.R.c.v.s. 


What might have been a most pleasant fort- 
night’s holiday in Tangier was saddened by the 
many evidences of cruelty to animals mani- 
fested in every direction. No Englishman could 
stay in Tangier without becoming painfully 
aware of the dire need of a champion for the 
down-trodden, ill-used beasts of burden which 
exist there in thousands. My hotel was situated 
not far from a walled-in compound in which 
Arabs, coming in from outlying villages, housed 
their mules or donkeys for the night. Sleep was 
well-nigh impossible, as each night was made 
hideous by the continuous braying of these 
pitiful half-starved animals. At 7 o’clock one 
morning I sallied out in an endeavour to dis- 
cover the reason why several of the donkeys 
seemed unable to obtain any rest. I succeeded! 
Hunger was a potent contributory factor, but 
the main immediate cause was the cruel manner 
in which they were tethered. Heavy iron chains 
were stretched across the dirty, litter-less 
standings and to these, the poor beasts were 
closely fixed by thin, strong cords tied tightly 
round their pasterns. The fastened foot could 
not be moved at all, and the cords—in many 
‘ases—had cut into the flesh causing permanent 
grooves in the skin. In one particular case 
found that morning, not only was a thin, un- 
happy little donkey tied in this way by a fore- 
foot, but its other fore-foot was tied closely to 
the hind-foot of the same side. It was impossible 
for it even to stand comfortably as a balance 
was difficult to maintain. To lie down was out 
of the question either for this or any other 
animal. I showed my anger and soon became 
surrounded by a grinning mob of Moors who were 
completely indifferent. I at once severed the 
cords and had the donkey tethered to a ring in 
the wall. Thereafter its braying ceased; but 
this had gone on for nights, and would doubt- 
less continue for the rest of its miserable life. 

These poor donkeys are worked extremely 
hard by day, traversing very many miles, under 
extreme loads, in a blazing African sun and with 
a minimum of either water or food. After such 
a day they are even denied rest. The food was 
a mockery, consisting in the main of the 
coarsest woody straw. The Arabs are. per- 
mitted to impose upon the smallest donkeys loads 
up to 150 Ib., increasing to 500 Ib. upon the 
mules. Needless to say, loads are never 
weighed, and the owner himself rides if there 
is a spare inch to accommodate him. The 
donkeys carry a large straw-stuffed saddle with 
a huge basket or box on either side, the whole 
weighing about 20 to 25 lb. The baskets may be 
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crammed to overflowing with sand, bricks, or 
other merchandise, and I have myself seen as 
much as three bags of cement on one small 
donkey. The amount they are made to carry 
is amazing and British observers have estimated 
that the contents of a small house could be 
moved on three mules, It is a common sight 
to see a mule loaded with mattresses, carpets 
and other soft goods, upon which may be laid 
a wardrobe, four chairs, and a table, I have 
myself seen such a load. One day I saw a 
small mule carrying eight baulks of timber five 
by five inches and 15 feet long. I have a photo- 
graph of that to verify my statement, 


wif 


Donkey: a 


of Timber on a Small 
Tremendous Load. 


Baulks 


It is no uncommon sight to see these animals 
literally staggering under their loads, and 
sometimes they stumble or give way. They may 
even go down, but are made to rise by the Arabs 
sticking a long nail, or a needle driven into the end 
of a piece of stick, into the animal’s flesh, usually 
just beneath the tail. Many donkeys can be 
found with wounds in the perineal region; and 
wounds, in Tangier, are quickly black with 
flies. I had wondered why it was that mules 
and donkeys kept up such a rapid walking pace. 
The goading instrument seemed to be an ob- 
vious explanation. 

I discovered, too, that not one donkey in a 
hundrec ever had its working saddle removed 
at night. I have found them still on, late at 
night and in the early hours of the morning. 

Whilst I was in the compound some sheep 
were driven out of a dark box, presumably to 
go to market, but one fell and died, and was 
left where it fell with neither help nor investi- 
gation. I went over and felt its emaciated car- 
case and could only suspect that hunger or 
thirst was the cause of death. 

Behind a row of empty oil drums I found an 
extremely sick cow so terribly emaciated and 
weak that it could not stand, and had not long 
to live. It had no bedding, no water and no 


Showing the Type of Pack Saddles Used on 
Donkeys. These are never taken off, 


food; and yet I was told by a Moor, who had 
a smattering of English, that it was to be sold 
as it could not work hard enough. Continuing 
through the compound I found another donkey 
holding a foot off the ground. Examination re- 
vealed that its flexor tendons were hot and 
swollen, due to sprain; yet it was soon to start 
another day’s work. Most of the donkeys’ feet 
were painfully in need of a farrier, being over- 
grown, misshapen or unevenly worn, Sores 
were, of course, Commonly seen in positions 
where they were constantly rubbed by the har- 
ness or trappings. 

In this compound was a branch of an English 
organisation, having headquarters in London, 
which purports to look after the interests of poor 
peoples’ animals; and yet all this gross cruelty 
was being perpetrated day after day under their 
very eyes. If the Britisher in charge had no 
power to alter the prevailing conditions, it was 
high time that some effort should be made at 
home togivehim authority. Returning to my hotel, 
on the morning of which I write, I met an Arab 
driving a cow-hocked, lame pony, wearing the 
usual saddle, in one of the baskets of which 
was a poor sheep. Its¢two fore-feet were tied 
together, and these along with its head were 
protruding through a small hole left in the top 
of the basket after the rest had been closed 
with string. It was going to market, and to add 
to its intensely uncomfortable and miserable 
journey, the basket was being bumped up and 
down by the lame gait of the pony. 

Fowls undergo continuous cruelty in Tangier, 
as the general method of transporting them is 
by tying them together in bunches (by the feet) 
and hanging them head downwards. For the 
feet to be tied together with string is distasteful 
enough, but to be lifted by a stick inserted be- 
tween the legs must be positively painful. 
Bunches of fowls, so tied, are taken to market 
in various ways. Sometimes a dozen or more 
of them are tied together and then slung over 
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a man’s shoulder so that half hang in front 
and half behind. Sometimes the bunches are 
just thrown into the saddle bags of the donkeys 
or mules, upside down or any way; and at 
others, they are laid on a large square board 
fastened across the saddle of a donkey. As the 
latter trots along, the poor fowls are vainly 
trying to balance or steady themselves by little 


How the Moroccans Shoot-over the Backs of the 
Mules. 


flaps of the wings. So much of this cruelty is 
entirely unnecessary, and cannot even be ex- 
cused on the plea of poverty. . 

Some of the Spaniards of Tangier have sought 
to excuse the Moors on the ground that so many 
of them earn no more than about 1s. a day and 
therefore caunut afford to buy bedding for their 
donkeys, have them shod, or treated for illness, 
properly fitted with harness, or even adequately 
fed. A large number of Moors, in fact, do not 
appear to use money at all as they barter their 
goods in the markets, and there is no cash 
exchange. 

It seems to me that if the R.S.P.C.A. could 
direct some of its splendid organisation to Tan- 
gier, where there is cruelty and dire need of 
help, without ceasing its vigilance in England, 
where there is little cruelty, humanity would 
be better served. Animals are less in need of 
protection in England than anywhere else in 
the world; and, after all, Tangier is an inter- 
national territory, administered jointly by Great 
Britain, France and Spain. 

We have an established voice there, and one 
of our first thoughts should be the protection 
of the willing slaves of man which are at pre- 
sent so woefully persecuted. The ideal proce- 
dure would be for all the animal protection 
societies in England to amalgamate, pool their 
finances, and get busy in Tangier and other 
British possessions or Protectorates which have 
no supervision for the good of the suffering 
animals. None of the personnel of these 
Societies need fear unemployment, as_ there 
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would be work for all. Certainly the general 
public would appreciate the urgent need for sub- 
scribing liberally to such an undertaking. 

In other words, the redundant Societies should 
subjugate all selfish thoughts for themselves, in 
order to further the interests of animals—the 
purpose, in fact, for which they exist at all. 

If this humane work cannot be undertaken by 
private effort, it seems imperative that the 
British Government should appoint a qualified 
veterinary surgeon and post him for duty in 
Tangier. He should establish a_ veterinary 
hospital and his services should be available 
gratis to all Arab animals. At the present time 
not a single qualified veterinary surgeon exists 
nearer than Gibraltar (across the Mediterranean) 
other than a French bacteriologist who can do 
little in the way of clinical medicine. 


Trevor Spencer Holding up the Spanish-Moroccan 
Cavalry. 
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A VALUED VETERINARY SERVICE 


HE giving of an address (reproduced else- 

Where in this issue), by Lord Bledisloe, the 
Governor-General, at the Annual General Meet- 
ing of the New Zealand Veterinary Association 
held in Wellington on July 8rd and 4th, will, 
we feel sure, form an epoch in the history of 
our newly-affiliated branch of the N.V.M.A. 

It is encouraging and evidence of apprecia- 
tion to find eminent men attending our meetings, 
and it is exceedingly stimulating to have from 
so distinguished a guest as His Majesty’s 
Representative in the Dominion, such an address 
as he gave. Guests naturally say kind and 
appreciative things about, and to their hosts, but 
the address given by Lord Bledisloe showed what 
a wonderful grasp he has of the work being done 
by our profession abroad. It is sometimes felt 
by our colleagues overseas that, being so far from 
the old country, their untiring efforts in re- 
search into and eradication of disease do not 
receive all the credit they merit, and therefore 
the address must have sent that band of 
workers back to their: duties stimulated to fur- 
ther efforts. 

Governors-General are usually versatile 
gentlemen, and Lord Bledisloe is no exception to 
that rule; in addition, his knowledge of the 
scientific requirements of veterinary workers is 
noteworthy in contrast to the limitations of some 
people who think the members of our profession 
are still only a stage removed from the useful 
but unscientific farrier. 

Lord Bledisloe referred to the fortunate free- 
dom from contagious disease which New 
Zealand enjoys. That, in a great measure, is 
no doubt due to the wise advice tendered by the. 
veterinary profession led by those able leaders, 
Drs. Gilruth and Reakes, assisted by loyal 
colleagues. 

In this country a unified Government veter- 
inary service has been talked about for some 
time; New Zealand, with a wise foresight, 
established this system of guarding animal 
health from the beginning of contagious 
disease prevention. This system establishes uni- 
formity in action, not only in controlling con- 
tagious disease, but in the inspection of meat and 
milk. In contrast with England and its many 
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private slaughterhouses, every town in New 
Zealand must, when the number of its inhabi- 
tants exceeds 2,500, establish a public abattoir 
and a Government Officer is appointed to carry 
out the meat inspection. Veterinary officers, 
after appointment, undergo a thorough training 
in meat works, and in that way gain a good 
knowledge of the diseases prevalent in = the 
animals of the country; later, they may be 
appointed as district inspectors, dealing not only 
with meat, but also stock inspection in their dis- 
trict, Later still, they may be promoted to be dis- 
trict superintendents and so, having arrived at 
this stage of promotion, one can easily under- 
stand what a varied knowledge these officers 
possess, and as they are promoted by selection, 
doubtless tact is taken into consideration in 
addition to ability. Therefore, as has been 
stated, the system of veterinary inspection in 
New Zealand is one that could, with advantage, 
be copied by other countries, 

New Zealand, with over 30,000,000 sheep, pro- 
vides lamb carcases which have become world- 
widely known in the butcher trade; special atten- 
tion has been given to breeding the type best 
suited for the British markets. 

During the years following the war and especi- 
ally since the prohibition of fresh pork from the 
Continent, pig production has been adopted in 
New Zealand. In that connection care has been 
taken to produce the right type of pig suitable 
for the British market, and to-day no better pig 
‘arcase is imported than that from New Zealand, 
and it may be added that no country sends us 
better butter. 

Lately, with the use of CO,, chilled beef of 
good quality has been received from New 
Zealand and no doubt this trade will increase. 
All these foods are examined and certified by 
Government inspectors. Thus’ milk-,  pork-, 
lamb- and beef-producing animals being the 
chief sources of agricultural prosperity in New 
Zealand, much attention has been given, not only 
to the ordinary animal diseases, but also to nutri- 
tion and soil deficiency diseases. All this work 
is carried out by the Department of Agriculture, 
the Director of which is a member of the veter- 
inary profession. 

Lord Bledisloe was, therefore, fully justified in 
his concluding remarks when he said: *“* Your 
profession is of immeasurable utility in a terri- 
tory like this, where the welfare of its animal 
population is an essential condition of national 
prosperity and progress.” 

Let us hope that, ‘ere long, in the interests of 
public health and of our agriculturalists, the 
same opinion of our profession may be held by 
our authorities, and that we may have the 
opportunity of showing that what is being done 
by our colleagues in New Zealand can also be 
done by us in the Homeland. 
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BENEVOLENCE AND CHARITY 


E regret to notice in the report of the Vic- 

toria Veterinary Benevolent Fund the 
Secretary's statement that in budgeting for the 
last quarter of this year, he finds the Council 
will be likely to require an overdraft from the 
bank of about £250. 

Of the cases considered at the recent meeting, 
ohe grant was discontinued, two new applica- 
tions were refused, and two were deferred for 
further information. The total amount the 
Council could award in six cases amounts to £5 
a week. In one case the grant made to a widow 
of 52 who has to support her late husband’s 
mother of 88 was reduced to 15s. a week. 

Ilow is it possible for two people to keep 
themselves on 15s. per week from a Benevolent 
Fund, 10s. old age pension, and the occasional 
earnings that a widow with an aged invalid to 
look after can secure? If every reader who 
does not subscribe to the Benevolent Fund would 
send to the Secretary, Dr, Bullock, at 10, Red 
Lion Square, the minimum member’s subscrip- 
tion of 10s. 6d., the Council’s anxieties would 
be ended. For, to our shame be it said, no more 
than 430 members of the profession subscribe 
to the Fund, though there are 3,409 on the 


Register ! 


L.V.C. CONGRESS PUBLICITY 


“No small part of the success of the Twelfth 
International Veterinary Congress was due to the 
publicity given the event in the veterinary press, 
not only of the United States but of the entire 
world, during the eight or nine months preceding 
the Congress,” states the Journal of the American 
Veterinary Medical Association. “ In France, 14 
separate announcements appeared in four publi- 
cations, between November, 1933, and July, 1934. 
Twelve articles appeared in four German veter- 
inary periodicals, between November, 1933, and 
March, 1934. Two of these, the Deutsche Tier- 
drztliche Wochenschrift and the Tierdrztliche 
Rundschau, published special numbers during 
1934. The Veterinary Record (London) carried 
13 separate articles and notes. The issue of May 
5th, 1934, devoted ten pages to the Congress.” 

* * x x * 


MARKETING OF DISEASED POULTRY 


Ata meeting of the Wiltshire Agricultural Com- 
mittee alarm was expressed at the spread of dis- 
ease amongst poultry by sales at local markets, 
and a resolution was passed, to be forwarded to 
the Ministry, recommending that regulations be 
introduced to prohibit poultry suffering from any 
disease being exposed or offered for sale at public 
auctions or from sales, etc.; also that houses which 
had contained diseased poultry should be dis- 
infected before they were sold. 

* * * * * 

It is interesting to learn of the shipment of 
Highland pony stallions to Palestine—a Govern- 
ment purchase. The intention is to use them on 
the Arab mares, the resultant cross to be mated 
with jackasses for the production of mules, few 
of which are bred in that country, and the cost 
of which is as high as £50. 
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Abstracts 


| National Meat Inspection in the United States 
of America. Joss, E. C. (Assistant Chief, 
Meat Inspection Division, Bureau of Animal 
Industry, United States Department of Agri- 
culture). (1934.) Twelfth Internat. Vet. 
Congress, New York. Paper No, 76. Author's 
Summary. | 


National statutes and regulations form the 
basis of the United States Government meat 
inspection which is applicable to meat and meat 
foods intended for inter-State or foreign com- 
merce. These statutes and regulations are ad- 
ministered by the Bureau of Animal Industry. 

The personnel of the meat-inspection service 
consists of about 2,500 persons of whom more 
than 800 are veterinarians. The remainder are 
laboratory experts and assistants, lay inspec- 
tors, and clerical workers. Inspection is main- 
tained at about 725 establishments located in 
250 cities. During the ten-year period ended 
June 30th, 1933, the average annual inspection 
included 744 million live animals and their car- 
cases. During the same period average annual 
inspections of meat and meat foods amounted to 
nearly 8% billion “ inspection pounds”; these 
inspections were made at the time of curing, 
cooking, canning and sausage preparing. 

Inspected establishments are required to fur- 
nish ample facilities for the conduct of the in- 
spection, such as proper lighting, adequate space, 
suitable equipment, and means of disinfection. 
A prominent feature of the system is the autho- 
rity over building projects, involving the re- 
modelling of buildings or erection of new struc- 
tures and the alteration and improvement of 
establishments to meet sanitary requirements. 

An ante-mortem yeterinary inspection is made 
immediately before slaughter of all animals, 
and those found to be or suspected of being dis- 
eased or unfit are either condemned outright and 
destroyed or are marked, segregated from the 
healthy animals, and thereafter given special 
attention. 

The most essential part of the system is the 
post-mortem veterinary inspection, being princi- 
pally (1) head inspection, (2) viscera inspection, 
(3) examination of exposed surfaces of carcases, 
and (4) final or special inspection of carcases 
that reveal conditions requiring decisions based 
on specially-skilled judgment. After the post- 
mortem examination of passed carcases there 
are inspections and reinspections of the meat 
and its products until they leave the establish- 
ment. 

The service maintains seven well-equipped 
laboratories suitably located. During the fiscal 
year 19383 more than 40,000 samples of meats, 
meat foods, supplies, and other articles were 
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examined, the principal faults being excessive 
water in sausage, improperly dyed sausage 
casings, and incorrect labelling. Other labora- 
tories of the Bureau conduct or take part in 
investigations relating to meat inspection, such 
as the cause of ham souring and its prevention, 
cause of rancidity, use of sodium nitrate and 
sodium nitrite as curing agents, cold storage 
changes of meat, vitamin values of meat, and 
development of methods for preparing certain 
pork products in such a way as to destroy 
possible live trichine. 

All articles condemned are held under official 
custody until they are destroyed by tanking, 
denaturing, or incineration. The application 
of the marks of inspection, including labelling, 
is officially supervised. In addition to the pro- 
curement of a hygienic meat supply this veter- 
inary service is helpful in locating and removing 


centres of animal diseases. 
* * * * 


[Coma, Paralysis, and Convulsions during 


Pregnancy and Lactation (Milk Fever). . 


Gétze, R. (Director of the Obstetric and 
Cattle Diseases Clinic, Veterinary High 


(1934.) Twelfth 
Paper 


School, Hanover, Germany.) 
Internat. Vet. Congress, New York. 
No, 40. Author’s Summary. | 


A survey is presented of the symptom complex 
known under the collective name of milk fever. 
The following three main symptoms will serve 
as the guiding principle: Coma, paralysis, and 
convulsions. From the well-defined parturient 
coma, characterised by a profound unconscious- 
ness following delivery, must be differentiated 
the post-tetanoid coma, the prognosis of which 
is more unfavourable. Mention is made of the 
coma hepaticum which occurs in full-lactating 
cows as a sequel to acute degeneration of the 
liver, and of the uremic coma, for the purpose 
of differential diagnosis. 

The lameness may appear in a severe form as 
a paralysis, involving the loss of vision, or in 
a milder form as a motor disturbance, a paresis. 
The typical and most common form of milk fever 
is represented by a relaxed paralysis and paresis, 
following parturition. Somewhat apart from it 
stand the paralytical mastitis, the nature of 


which is not yet clarified satisfactorily, and the- 


acetonemia of milk cows of which indigestion 
is the more dominating factor, besides the 
usually minor symptoms of the muscle and nerve 
systems. For differential diagnosis, the relaxed 
paresis and paralysis will have to be contrasted 
with the paraplegia, which is a true conductory 
disturbance of the spinal cord, and with the 
traumatic lameness (fracture, desmitis). 

The convulsions, occurring especially in cows 
and sows, less so in mares, during pregnancy 
and during lactation, are mostly of a tetanoid 
character. The determining factor for the 


development of a tetanoid paresis or a tetanoid 
paralysis lies in the severity and the extent of 
the convulsions. The post-tetanoid coma is a 
sequel to severe attacks of convulsions. Depend- 
ing on the exciting external causes, we distin- 
guish in cows a grass tetany, railroad tetany, 
and the stable tetany of alimentary origin. These 
tetanies may be complicated with an emphysema 
of the lung. 

To speculate on the origin of these disease 
conditions from our present knowledge of 
medical science, we must devote our attention 
to the disturbance of that vital unit of activity 
which Kraus sums up under the term of “ vis- 
ceral nervous system”: Glands possessing in- 
ternal secretion, hormones, vitamins, visceral 
nervous system (proper), ion-balance, and the 
colloidal state of the body fluids. The primary 
and principal disorder seems to be in the ion- 
balance. Gestation and lactation test the pre- 
vailing condition of the visceral nervous system 
to the limit of endurance, whenever important 


_ Inineral constituents are either lacking or are 


present in incorrect amounts. 

The really ideal success in research in milk 
fever and in related diseases will not be achieved 
by the discovery of this or that therapeutic 
method, but first by an appropriate nutrition 
which will keep the visceral nervous system 
balanced even during pregnancy and during full 
lactation, and secondly by the elimination of 
cows possessing hereditary characters which are 
below the average. 

Compared with a good grade of hay, grown 
on a soil abundant in minerals, which hay is to 
be considered the most natural and the most 
wholesome feed, almost all other feeds, especi- 
ally the concentrates, exhibit important devia- 
tions in the calcium and phosphorus content, as 
likewise in regard to alkalinity due to the earths 
and the alkalies. These differences have to be 
calculated and to be equalised by the addition of 
proper dietetic expedients, such as molasses, 
fishmeal, and mineral sppplements. 

If one meditates on the supposition that the 
dyscrasias of maternity and lactation, which are 
accompanied by coma, paralysis, and convul- 
sions, represent the collapse of a regulatory 
mechanism which has already reaehed the bor- 
derline of normal capacity, and is now suddenly 
contronted with particular tasks, then it follows 
that the treatment will have to take into con- 
sideration the problem of returning this mechan- 
ism quickly to its normal course, and of re- 
gulating the disturbed nutritional balance.  In- 
flation of the udder with air, which cannot be 
dispensed with yet, and the calcium therapy are 
discussed. The calcium therapy, which seems 
to act as a stimulant and also in a compensatory 
and regulatory capacity, will not be generally 
applied in practice until the intravenous appli- 
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cation can be replaced with the more simple 
subcutaneous or intramuscular application of a 
suitable calcium preparation (calcium gluconi- 
cum purissimum Merck), by a method of like 


[Sterility Due Boyp, 
W. L. (Professor of Veterinary Medicine, 
Division of Veterinary Medicine, Department 
of Agriculture, University of Minnesota). 
(1934.) Twelfth Internat. Vet. Congress, New 
York. Paper No, 46. Author’s Summary.] 


The author discusses the subject of bovine 
sterility, due to ovarian dysfunction, from the 
standpoints of frequency in occurrence, economic 
and scientific importance, etiology, symptomato- 
logy, pathology, and methods of treatment. In 
addition, there is a brief discussion of the 
general subject of sterility. Sterility, the in- 
cidence of which has steadily increased with 
improved methods of agriculture, is one of the 
major economic problems of the cattle-breeding 
industry. 

A multiplicity of etiological agents, many of 
which are far from being thoroughly understood, 
presents a most complex problem. Sterility, 
either temporary or permanent, is generally 
recognised as being the result most often of 
pathological changes of the various organs of the 
reproductive system, due to infection either 
specific or non-specific in type. Sterility result- 
ing from dietetic, hormone, or genetic causa- 
tion is of common occurrence. Bang’s disease 
plays an enormous roéle in sterility, and as an 
etiological factor is more often encountered than 
any other single cause. 

Recent researches in endocrinology of repro- 
duction show that the periodicity of the ovarian 
cycle is controlled by hormones secreted by the 
anterior lobe of the pituitary gland. 

Cystic degeneration is by far the most common 
pathological condition affecting the ovary of the 
bovine, though retention or delayed regression of 
the corpus luteum, either physiological or patho- 
logical, is much more frequently concerned in 
the causation of temporary infertility. The etio- 
logy of cystic degeneration of the ovary is still 
controversial. Cystic degeneration, primary in 
origin and accompanied by nymphomania, is of 
common occurrence. That it may frequently be 
the result of endocrine dysfunction is strongly 
suggested by a most unusual syndrome that is 
manifested largely by marked changes in con- 
formation, mental aberration, and a tendency to 
sex reversal. Hormonic causation of nympho- 
mania in cows with cystic degeneration of the 
ovaries is further supported by the fact that, 
in a large percentage of the cases, evidence of 
inflammatory changes is absent, and the cyst 
contents are bacteriologically sterile. 

The nutritional aspect of sterility has been 


investigated to a limited extent. Animals fed 
on a diet low in calcium reproduced equally 
well as those receiving a medium or high ¢al- 
cium intake. The rhythm of the estrous cycle 
continued undisturbed in cows whose diet was 
low in phosphorus. Evidence, however, indi- 
cating that a low phosphorus intake may inter- 
fere with normal reproduction, was manifested 
by occasional abortions with subsequent 
sterility. 

The treatment of sterility should consist 
largely in preventive measures. Prophylactic 
measures include proper housing and the use of 
feeds correctly balanced in quality and quan- 
tity. The treatment of individual cows should 
be symptomatic. The employment of sex endo- 
crine gland transplants and also the administra- 
tion of extracts containing the follicular hor- 
mone offer little or no assistance to the present- 
day clinician in the treatment of ovarian dys- 
function. Continued studies in the field of re- 
productive endocrinology may, in the not-dis- 
tant future, develop a form of organotherapy 
that will be beneficial in the treatment of func- 
tional sterility. 

Manual removal of the corpus luteum is the 
only satisfactory method of inducing cestrum in 
the cow. In a few instances we have been able 
to induce «strum by rupturing superficially 
located follicles. Veterinarians should at all 
times keep in mind that the corpus luteum is a 
normal ovarian structure and its removal should 
be attempted only after a thorough considera- 
tion of the history, as well as a careful physical 
examination, of every case. The removal of the 
corpus luteum is contra-indicated in animals 
whose diet consists largely or wholly of sweet 
clover hay. The danger of fatal intraperitoneal 
hemorrhage following this operation, though 
not great, is not entirely absent in cows grazing 
on sweet clover pasture. A cow with a high 
milk yield, particularly when on an official test, 
should not be subjected to removal of the corpus 
luteum without the owner having a thorough 
understanding of the sequelze that occasionally 
result from this operation. Intraperitoneal 
hemorrhage, tympanites, failure to eat, and 
suppressed rumination, all of which are usually 
mild and of short duration, may alarm the 
owner if he is not forewarned. 

* * * * 
[Coryza Infectiosa Gallinarum. pve Buieck, L. 

(Director, Institute of Parasitic and Infec- 

tious Diseases, Utrecht State University. 

Utrecht, Holland). (1934.) Twelfth Internat. 

Vet. Congress, New York. Paper No. 65. 

Author’s Summary. 

During the years 1931 and 1932 the author 
published various articles in which he described 
the Bacillus hemoglobinophilus coryze alli- 
narum as the cause of roup. In the present 
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report this bacillus is described in detail, and 
new statements concerning the infection, its 
therapy, and immunity are made. 

Coryza infectiosa gallinarum is an indepen- 
dent infectious disease which runs its course 
exhibiting the symptoms of a chronic catarrh 
of the mucosa of the nasal cavities and of the 
cella infraorbitalis. Instillation of nasal secre- 
tion from diseased animals into the nasal pas- 
sages of healthy ones unfailingly transmits the 
disease. The incubation period varies between 
two and eight days; the course of the disease 
will run from one to nine months. Contact 
infection results in mild cases. 

The conception of Nelson, who differentiates 
three types of coryza, could not be confirmed. 
Cold and moist climatic conditions are influences 
which will favour natural outbreaks of coryza. 
The infection spreads by the use of common 
drinking and feeding vessels. The infectious 
agent occurs solely in the nose, the cella infra- 
orbitalis, the throat cavity, and the larynx. 
Search was made in various ways to find a 
filtrable virus, but without success. 

The author concludes that the coryza bacillus, 
discovered by him, is the sole cause of roup. 
Various other bacilli and Pasteurella species 
cannot be considered to be causative agents. 
The coryza bacillus is to be placed in the influ- 
enza group, on the basis of detailed investigation 
concerning its growth behaviour. The cultural 
characteristics upon various nutrient media 
(necessity of the X and V factors) as well as 
complement fixation, justify this classification. 

The coryza bacillus attains optimum growth 
upon 25 per cent. horse-blood agar which had 
been heated to 70°C., but the growth is always 
very weak. In very acute cases, about two or 
three days after the onset of symptoms, the 
bacillus may be isolated in practically pure 
culture. 

The bacillus is pathogenic solely for the 
chicken and turkey. Pigeons and ducks are not 
susceptible. Coryza could not be produced with 
several different hzemoglobinophilic bacilli. 

The disease produced by artificial inoculation 
(abbreviated: K.C.) corresponds in every re- 
spect to the spontaneous or natural coryza 
(abbreviated: N.C.), except that the course of 
the artificial infection is always shorter. One 
month was the longest duration of the disease. 
In this particular case a primary or secondary 
culture of coryza bacilli was used, in which 
various other bacteria, staphylococci, strepto- 
cocci, and pseudo-diphtheritic bacilli had also 
grown. In the opinion of the author, the shorter 
duration of the artificially-produced diseases 
may have been caused by the great attenuation 
of the coryza bacillus in the culture. 

Local treatment was attempted with silver 
nitrate, kerosene, chinosol, superol, formalin 
(also in form of vapours), and protargol. The 


following drugs were placed in the drinking 
water: Chinosol, superol, calcium chloride, and 
potassium iodide. Finally injections were made 
with trypan blue, hexamethylene-tetramine, and 
with vaccines prepared from nasal secretions 
and from coryza cultures, The results of all 
these experiments were negative. The experi- 
ments must be continued with drugs in a vapor- 
ised state. Disinfection of the drinking water 
was attempted regularly as a_ prophylactic 
measure, but likewise without tangible results. 

As soon as the animals recover from a natural 
coryza, an immunity toward natural coryza will 
develop. This immunity will be the stronger, 
the longer the discharges last. Both natural 
and artificial coryza will confer immunity to- 
ward artificial coryza, but the artificial coryza _ 
will confer only partial immunity toward 
natural coryza. The duration of the first infec- 
tion influences the degree of immunity consider- 
ably. 

The germ causing natural coryza possesses 
low resistance. Exposure to a O09 per cent. 
sodium chloride solution at 37°C. for 19 hours 
leaves the exudate still virulent, but after 24 
hours the germ will become non-virulent gradu- 
ally. Exposure to 22°C. for 24 hours leaves the 
infective matter still virulent. In one experi- 
ment it was found that exposure of the exudate 
to 22°C. for 48 hours resulted in infection of 
one chicken in a group of three used (incuba- 
tion period: 13 days). Exposure to 22°C, for 
96 hours made the secretion avirulent.  Ex- 
posure to potassium permanganate solution 
1:1,000 at room temperature for ten minutes 
does not kill the germ. Exposure to Edington’s 
glycerin-carbolic acid mixture at 387°C. for 
eight-and-a-half to ten hours renders the exudate 
non-infective, Exposure for one-and-a-half to 
two-and-a-half hours results in an incubation 
period of four days; when exposed for four-and- 
a-half hours, the incubation period will be 20 
days. 

Immunisation attempts were with 
exudate which was either’sterilised or mitigated 
by various methods and then applied to the 
nasal mucosa. 

The following immunisation 
were carried out :— 

(1) With sterilised exudate, no reaction and 
no immunity resulted. 

(2) Attenuated exudate (1:10 and 1:50 in 
sodium chloride solution) resulted always in a 
positive infection with prolonged incubation. 
Additional attenuation made with the purpose 
of attaining a milder reaction did not result in 
a sufficient immunity with this method, in com- 
parison to the immunity resulting from natural 
coryza. 

(3) Repeated instillation of formalinised exu- 
date (formalin 1:500) and of formalinised 
cultures into the nasal cavities of chickens re- 
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sulted sometimes in a mild form of coryza, 
having a long incubation, but running a short 
course. When the formalin was left to act upon 
the infective matter for a very long time, no 
infection resulted. In the former case, immunity 
is developed also against a contact infection, 
but only a partial immunity is established to- 
ward the instillation of exudate, the same as 
in the case of a previous artificial coryza. Repe- 
tition of these experiments is urgently needed, 
because they were carried out on a limited scale 
only. 

The possibility exists that this method of 
immunisation can be used in infected flocks as 
soon as the disease makes its appearance. How- 
ever, precaution is to be taken against the 
establishment of a too severe infection. 

* * * * A 
[Parasitic Diseases Common to Man and 
Animals. CAmeron, T. W. M. (1934.) Brit. 
Med. Jl. No. 3833. June 23. pp. 1110-1112.} 


This further addition to the author’s several 
surveys of metazoan parasites pays particular 
attention to the helminths common to man and 
the lower animals in the temperate zone, and 
it will be surprising to many to learn that of 
the metazoan parasites commonly found in man 
in north temperate climates, only pinworms, 
lice, and possibly ascaris are exclusively human. 

The various species are considered under 
three headings: those which live as adults both 
in man and in animals; those which live as adults 
in man and as larve in animals, and those which 
live as larvee in man and as adults in animals. 

Out of the miscellany of interesting informa- 
tion which is given one or two points in parti- 
cular might be mentioned: Dipylidium caninum, 
exceedingly prevalent in dogs and cats, is 
thought to be the commonest tapeworm of man 
in Great Britain. Human hydatid infestation, 
rarely seen except in the adult, is considered 
usually to be contracted in youth, or even in 
infancy. It is pointed out that nothing is really 
known of the distribution of Trichinella spiralis 
in Great Britain, and that the possibility of its 
presence is ignored in meat inspection both in 
Canada and in this country, its rarity being «ood 
evidence of the superiority of the hygienic 
custom of thorough cooking (as practised by 
the British) over meat inspection metho:ls for 
the control of this parasite. 

The author concludes by saying that the sani- 
tarian, the veterinarian and the cook have al- 
ready done much to reduce the incidence of 
human parasites, but many are still with us, 
and it is important, not only to know where 
they occur, but also how frequently they occur 
in order that adequate public health measures 
may be taken, this being particularly applicable 
where habitations are scattered and sanitation 
is rudimentary. E. L, T. 


L[Effect of Absence of Light on the Breeding 
Season of the Ferret. Hutt, M., and Parkes, 
A. S. (1934.) Proc, of the Royal Society. 
Series B. 115. No. B791.] 


In 1932 Bissonnette reported that he found 
that additional illumination produced cstrus 
in anestrous ferrets, though the results of the 
converse experiment were inconclusive. 

The experiment described in this article was 
the result of keeping ferrets in total darkness 
except at feeding time, and the results show 
that the length of daylight has little influence 
in controlling normal sexual periodicity. 

Five male and five female ferrets were kept 
in total darkness for 234 hours out of the 24. 

The males all showed full breeding season 
development at the usual time and maintained 
the condition till killed five months later, 

Four of the five females began to show typical 
signs of cestrus at the usual time but took a 
little longer to reach the peak. The fifth was 
about a month late. 

One pair were mated and produced a normal 
litter, the female coming into cestrus again after 
54 months in the dark. 

The conclusions drawn are that whilst addi- 
tional light will produce cestrus in ancestrus 
ferrets, the onset of the breeding season is not 
brought about by the increasing length of day- 


light in the spring. 
B. B-J. 


* * * * * 


[Some Case Reports on Pyometra in Bitches. 
STEPHENSON, H. C., and Miiks, H. J. Cornell 


Veterinarian, Vol. xxiv, April, 1934. Pp. 132- 

137. | 

H. C. Stephenson, in a previous contribution 
(Cornell Veterinarian, Vol. xx, April, 1930.), 
described pyometra as a chronic disease with 
somewhat vague symptoms. The symptoms out- 
lined were anorexia associated with loss of con- 
dition and some abdominal enlargement. The 
importance of vomiting was emphasised. Tem- 
perature was stated to vary little from normal, 
and vaginal discharge to be slight or entirely 
absent. The treatment recommended was opera- 
tion, removing the ovaries and uterus and 
cauterising the stump of the latter with liquid 
phenol afterwards neutralised by the applica- 
tion of alcohol. 

The purpose of the present article is to enlarge 
the original, and show the variations in the con- 
dition which may occur. For this purpose full 
details of a series of eight cases are given. The 
modifications in symptoms are the presence of 
thirst, greater temperature readings (up to 
103°6°F.) and the existence of a marked vaginal 
discharge. One patient showed symptoms of an 
entirely different character. Stiffness and 
rheumatism were the features of this case and 
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it was only on post-mortem, when the patient 
was destroyed after five months’ treatment, that 
pyometra was discovered. 

Operation, following the technique described 
in the original article, was performed in seven 
instances. Four of the patients survived and 
progressed satisfactorily. One animal died the 
same evening, post-mortem revealing degenera- 
tion of liver and kidneys. <A second died after 
twelve days from chronic nephritis. The third 
case was fatal from vaginal hzemorrhage, 
twenty-seven days after operation. Post-mortem 
showed the uterine stump to be completely 
healed and although an organised fibrin clot was 
found in the vagina the source of the bleeding 
was not discovered. 

Bacteriological examination of the cases re- 
sulted in the demonstration of coliform organ- 
isms on two occasions, and a slightly hemolytic 
streptococcus in another. 

J. W. 


* * * * 


[Influence of the Spleen on Caleium Balance in 
the Dog. Baupauin, A., Lewin, J., and AZERAD, 
E. (1934.) Comp, Rend. Soc. Biol. No. 14. 
page 1633. 


In a previous publication the authors reported 
a rapid temporary fall in the calcium content 
of the blood in dogs and rabbits after intra- 
venous injection of oxalate. The absence of any 
corresponding variation in blood phosphates 
would appear to exclude the osseous system 
from participation in the recovery phase; nor, 
they state, is the thyro-parathyroid mechanism 
involved. 

They now observe, coincident with this fall 
in calcium, an increase in the number of ery- 
throcytes, and by excluding the spleens of dogs 
from the general circulation by clamping the 
vascular stem, adduce evidence of the partici- 
pation of this organ in both the erythrocytosis 
and the restoration of calcium balance. 

No erythrocytosis, as estimated by centrifuga- 
tion in graduated tubes to a constant volume of 
cell deposit, followed the injection of oxalate 
when the spleen was excluded from the circula- 
tion, whereas there was an increase varying 
between 68 and 21°6 per cent. in the controls. 
This phenomenon the authors attribute to 
simple muscular contraction of the spleen caused 
by the oxalate. 

An average fall in blood calcium to 438 per 
cent. of the normal (approximately 100 mg. per 
litre) evident in both series ten minutes after 
the injection of oxalate, was followed by a rise 
after two hours to 90 per cent. of normal in 
the controls, in the “ splenectomised ” subjects 
to only 67 per cent.—a difference of 50 per cent. 
in the rate of return to normal. 

The authors conclude that the spleen is an 
important factor in this, and refer to the work 


of Bouisset and Duclos, who report a temporary 
fall in blood calcium in splenectomised dogs. 
E. O. L. 

* 


* * * 
[The Situation of the Developing Fetus in the 

Merino Sheep. Curson, H. H., and QurNnLan, 

J. B. (1934.) Onderstepoort Journal. 2. 2. 

657-663. Table. 41. Fig Plate. 6 Refs.) 

In this, the tenth of their series of studies in 
sex physiology, the authors point out that, with 
regard to the situation of the foetus in utero 
of any species, there is very little definite infor- 
mation available, excepting, of course, shortly 
before birth, when the dorso-sacral © position 
generally accompanies a longitudinal cephalic 
presentation. 

Obviously the most suitable time to gain this 
knowledge would be during life, but as facilities 
existed for examining the gravid uteri taken 
from merino sheep killed in the conduct of 
another investigation, use was made of the 
available material. 

This enquiry into the situation of the lamb 
during intra-uterine life, admittedly based on 
dead material, brought to light the following 
facts :-— 

(a) That not only in the ewe but also 
in the mare and cow the situation of the 
developing foetus is not known with any 
certainty. 

(b) That examination of gravid uteri of 
the dead sheep indicates (1) that the longi- 
tudinal presentation apparently remains 
the same whereas (2) position and posture 
are likely to be changed, the former especi- 
ally in early pregnancy and the latter in 
late pregnancy. 

(c) That of 36 single pregnancies 21 
foetuses were placed in the right uterine 
horn and 15 fcetuses were on the left side. 

W. B. 


THERAPEUTIC USE OF RADIUM 
During last week there were published the fifth 


annual reports of the National Radium Trust and 
Radium Commission, 1933-34. These reports will 
shortly be reviewed im our columns, but particular 
interest attaches to the references to the method 
of “beam therapy,” in which use is made of a 
highly penetrating beam of rays directed upon 
the malignant growth from a large quantity of 
radium (a “ bomb”) which is not in direct con- 
tact with the body. Work with one-gramme units 
has in fact been carried out at the Cancer Hos- 
pital, the Middlesex Hospital, and University 
College Hospital, a total of 251 cases having re- 
ceived treatment. 
* * * 

Principal Boutflour, of the Royal Agricultural 
College, Cirencester—an institution which the 
Royal Counties Division, N.V.M.A. has visited in 
recent years—gives it as his considered opinion 
that a large proportion of cows are overfed, and 
that dairymen, when rationing cows, tend to over- 
estimate their yields. This practice, in addition 
to reducing the profitableness of milk production, 
ultimately leads to a reduced yield. 
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Review 


[Veterinary Helminthology and Entomology 
H. O. Monnic. Pp. xvi + 404. Figs, 264. 
Size 64 ins. x 93 ins. Price 30s. ] 

The compilation of a text book on a new 
branch of science cannot take place all at once; 
it requires to evolve, and it is not until several 
attempts have been made and books have been 
published on part of the subject only, that the 
complete treatise finally arrives. 

Between Railliet’s text book 1885 and 1886, 
Neumann’s 1888, Macqueen’s revised and en- 
larged edition of Fleming’s translation of this 
book (1905), Neven-Lenaire’s “ Parasitology 
of Domestic Animals” (1911) and the text 
books of the present time, a period of some 
twenty years intervenes during which the 
accumulation of knowledge on the subject was 
too rapid for the production of a comprehen- 
sive treatise; publications of importance were 
appearing in many different countries and it was 
impossible to give a true account of the exist- 
ing information. 

The recent appearance of several new books 
of a more or less comprehensive character is 
a sign that veterinary parasitology has reached 
another stage in its growth—a stage of greater 
stability, in which the various species and 
genera may be expected to remain more or less 
where they have been placed, without any fur- 
ther change in their names, and a firm basis 
has been laid down for the further development 
of the science. The first of these books to appear 
were the more technical works such as Yorke 
and Maplestone’s, and Baylis and Daubney’s 
accounts of nematode genera which appeared 
almost simultaneously in 1926, and Poche'’s 
classification of flat worms (1926). Then fol- 
lowed Baylis’s text book of Medical and Veter- 
inary Helminthology (1929) and Sprehn's text 
book of Helminthology (1932), leading up to 
the one which is now under review. , 

Besides being the latest of the series and 
hence the most up-to-date, this book has the 
advantage that it deals with the veterinary 
as well as the biological aspect of the subject 
—a part which has not been dealt with in any 
of the recent publications just mentioned. 

The recognition of the parasite is an essential 
step in the diagnosis of parasitic diseases, and 
morphology comprises the greater part of the 
book, but the pathogenicity, symptomatology, 
diagnosis, treatment and prophylaxis receive 
special consideration wherever the parasite is 
known to be associated with definite disease. 
Where several species of parasite are associated 
with one disease they are treated together, so 
that after a brief description of the various 
parasites concerned appears an account of 


strongylidosis in equines, parasitic gastritis in 
sheep and cattle, teeniasis in dogs, teeniasis in 
poultry, ete. 

The arthropods are not treated quite so fully 
as the helminths and an account of the specific 
differences of ticks, lice, fleas and many of the 
diptera is left to more specialised works, but the 
beautifully clear figures (mostly original) with 
which the book is illustrated are sufficient to 
enable the identification of many of the more 
important forms. Notes on the bionomics of the 
arthropod parasites are, however, fully con- 
sidered here, as in the preceding part of the 
book, and such details as the lists of data con- 
cerning the life cycle of each species of tick 
will be found particularly useful. 

Rare and unimportant parasites do not fall 
within the scope of the book, but an amply wide 
field is covered for all practical purposes. Besides 
the parasites of the ordinary domestic animals 
and birds, those of the fur-bearing animals are in- 
cluded, also of the pea fowl, swan and ostrich, 
but not of the elephant, camel, zebu, water 
buffalo and other animals which in various 
places are regarded as domesticated. 

No matter what nomenclature were to be used 
in a book of this kind, it would be new and 
troublesome to many readers, but in following 
the International Rules on Zoological Nomen- 
clature the author has given the correct names 
and those which are likely to remain unchanged, 
In the case of the cestodes two names are still 
employed, however: one for the adult and one 
for the larva—a relic of the early days of hel- 
minthology, which may be expected shortly to 
disappear. A few of the commoner synonyms 
are given and their appearance in the index 
should make it comparatively simple to refer 
to the required parasite. although the absence 
of such familiar names as Monodontus trigono- 
cephalus and Distomum lanceolatum may cause 
a little hindrance to some. 

Coming as it does from a man with qualifi- 
‘ations and experience in the fields of biology 
and veterinary science and actively engaged in 
research, the book is as up-to-date as such a 
book ever can be. It is remarkably concise and 
clear, every effort having been made and carried 
through with marked success to keep down the 
size and the cost while retaining all the essen- 
tials of a good text-book, and it is unfair to 
criticise on the grounds of omission. It may 
be thought, however, that some advantages would 
have been gained by a fuller treatment of the 
preliminary sections on general veterinary hel- 
minthology and entomology, and on technique; 
a glossary of technical terms and a list of the 
International Rules on Zoological Nomenclature 
might have been of value to the student, and 
more information on geographical distribution 
might have obviated some mistaken diagnoses. 
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The section on Treniasis in dogs and cats, in the 
middle of the part dealing with Dipylidium, and 
a note on difficulty in the identification of Tzenia 
on page 109, seem to be rather out of place, 
and Thomas’ familiar figures of the developmen- 
tal stages of Fasciola hepatica on page 27 appear 
as “after Baylis.” It is felt, however, that the 
excellence of every aspect of this book cannot be 
stated in too generous terms. Eminently the 
text book of the student. the practitioner and 
the general laboratory worker, it is likely to 
become the standard book on Helminthology 
and Entomology in many of the veterinary 
schools in English-speaking countries. 


ANIMAL TUBERCULOSIS ERADICATION IN 
THE U.S.A. 


The following passages occur in the Report of 
the Special Committee on Tuberculosis, adopted 
at the recently-held Annual Meeting of the Ameri- 
can Veterinary Medical Association:— 

“The control and eradication of bovine tuber- 
culosis continues to command a very prominent 
part among the major activities of practically all 
State livestock sanitary officials throughout the 
United States, and the subject is one that is of 
especial importance to veterinarians of this coun- 
try. There is every positive evidence that the 
eradication of tuberculosis among livestock will 
continue to be vigorously conducted throughout 
this country. 

“A report.of the U.S. Bureau of Animal In- 
dustry indicates that more tuberculin tests were 
applied to cattle during the year ended June 30th, 
1934, than any other previous year. The total 
number of herds tested was 1,256,039, containing 
14,887,746 cattle. Of number, 232,150 
per cent.) were found to be positive reactors 
to the test. At the close of June 30th, 1934, there 
were 225,809 fully accredited herds, containing 
about 3,400,000 cattle. Altogether in the United 
States, there were at that time 4,300,000 herds con- 
taining approximately 39,000, 000 cattle under super- 
vision for tuberculosis eradication. Of this num- 
ber, about 3,700,000 herds, representing about 
32,800,000 cattle, had passed one successful 
tuberculin test. The total number of cattle that 
have reacted to the tuberculin test since the 
co-operative work was begun, up to July ist, 1934, 
is 2,925,720 

“There are now 1,815 modified accredited 
counties in the United States or areas where the 
incidence of bovine tuberculosis is less than one- 
half of one per cent. All of the counties in thirteen 
States are in the modified accredited status. 
Present indications point to the fact that two 
and probably more States will be added to this 
list within a very short time. 

“While the reports of the U.S. Bureau of 
Animal Industry covering the post-mortem in- 
spection of swine and official meat inspection 
establishments indicate a continued reduction of 
tuberculosis in hogs, particularly in those that 
show definite cases of tuberculosis, this disease 
in swine remains a source of concern in some 
sections of the country because of the prevalence 
of tuberculosis of the avian type, to which swine 
are very susceptible. This invites attention to the 
importance of the avian tuberculosis problem. 
Tuberculosis in poultry is found to be very pre- 


Report 


ROYAL (DICK) VETERINARY 
COLLEGE, EDINBURGH 


The Principal, in his Annual Report to the 
Board of Governors of the Royal (Dick) Veter- 
inary College, states that the number of students 
attending courses of instruction leading to the 
Diploma of M.R.C.V.S. during the past academic 
year has agaiu been a record. The extension of 
the curriculum by the addition of a year has 
not checked the influx of students. There was 
also an increase in the number of those taking 
post-graduate courses and classes leading to the 
Degree of B.Sc. in Veterinary Science conferred 
by the University of Edinburgh. It is pointed 
out that, consequently, there is urgent need for 
extension of laboratory and other accommoda- 
tion. Students in attendance came from 29 
Scottish, 24 English and Welsh, and five Irish 
counties, as well as from Burma, Ceylon, 
Ecuador, India, Nigeria, Palestine, Siam, South 
Africa, Spain, Tanganyika, Trinidad, and 
Turkey. 

Students of the College had gained Fitz- 
wygram and Walley Prizes. Both of these are 
awarded by the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons; the former to the students of any 
Veterinary College in Great Britain and Ireland 
who obtain the highest and second highest 
aggregate marks in all the professional exami- 
nations of the curriculum; the latter, founded 
in memory of a former Principal of the Edin- 
burgh College, to the student of any college who 
obtains the highest marks in the Third Profes- 
sional Examination. 

The report contains reference to the Depart- 
ment of Diseases of Poultry, to which an 
extension was made two years ago. The addi- 
tional accommodation has been amply justified 
by a marked increase in the amount of work 
overtaken in the new jaboratory. In addition 
to the routine work of diagnosis and the pre- 
paration of vaccine, ete., the Department has 
been instrumental in the dissemination of know- 
ledge among those interested in the poultry 
industry. ‘ 

Turing the year under review, twelve publi- 
cations, mainly concerned with the results of 
research, have appeared under the names of 
members of the staff of the College, by whom 
also 21 special addresses, lectures, and 
demonstrations have been given. 


valent in the middle western and north central 
States, and the veterinary profession is rendering 

valuable service in connection with various 
heat of a plan to place the disease under control 
and ultmately to bring about its eradication.” 
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NATIONAL VETERINARY MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION OF GREAT BRITAIN 
AND IRELAND 


Quarterly Meeting of Council 


The autumn meeting of Council, N.V.M.A., 
was held at Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 
London, W.C.1, on Tuesday, October 2nd, 1934, 
when there was a large attendance. 

The President, Professor J. F. Craig, M.a., 
M.R.C.V.S., occupied the chair, and there were 
also present: Messrs. L. 8S. Balls, H. Bell, 
H. W. Steele Bodger and H. E. Bywater, Major 
Frank Chambers, Captain J. C. Coleman, Cap- 
tain D, G. Davies, Captain H. W. Dawes, Messrs. 
G. E. Gibson, H. Gooch and H. W. Griffiths, 
Captain O. V. Gunning, Captain J. R. Hewer, 
Captain H. Tudor Hughes, Mr. H. V. Hughes, 
Professor J. MeCunn, Mr. J. W. McIntosh, Cap- 
tain W. R. MeKinna, Professor J. Macqueen, 
Mr. G. P. Male, Major-General Sir John Moore, 
Messrs. W. Nairn and R. Barons Nelder, Major 
R. H. H. Over, Mr. C. E. Perry, Major D. §S. 
Rabagliati, Messrs. W. D. Rees and H. L. 
Roberts, Captain R. Simpson, Messrs. R. H. 
Smythe, A, Spicer and H. P. Standley, Major 
F. J. Taylor, Captain W. K. Townson, Captain 
W. Tweed, Captain W. Watt, Messrs. T. 
Wilkinson, J. Willett, R. A. Willett and W. 
Woods, Professor G. H. Wooldridge, Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge, Captain W. G. Wragg (Hon. 
Treasurer) and Lieut.-Colonel T. D. Young, 
together with the Solicitor (Mr. C. O. Langley) 
and the Secretary (Mr. F. Knight). 

Minutes.—The minutes of the meeting of 
Council held at Edinburgh on August 1st, and 
of the Post-Congress meeting, having been pub- 
lished in The Veterinary Record, were taken as 
read and signed as correct. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


(1) From the following members of Council, 
apologising for inability to attend the meeting: 
Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, Professor J. , B. 
Buxton, Mr. Duncan Cumming, Lieut.-Colonel 
J. A. Dixon, Mr. P. F. Dolan, Mr. G. Eaton, Mr. 
FE. P. Edwards, Mr. Arthur Gofton, Mr. John 


> Holroyd, Major Hamilton Kirk, Mr. J. W. Hall 


Masheter, Captain S. J. Motton, Professor J. J. 
O’Connor, Captain W. S. Petrie, Captain A. W. 
Noel Pillers, Mr. J. N. Ritchie, Mr. G. A. 
Sangster, Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Simpson, Major A. 
Spreull, Major J. H. Taylor, Mr. Alex. 
Thompson, Major R. F. Wall and Dr. A. W. 
Whitehouse. 

(2) From Captain J. F. D. Tutt, of Win- 
chester, dated July 21st, 1934, enquiring what 
was the attitude of the N.V.M.A. towards a 
circular letter sent round to stock owners by 
the Ministry of Health, advising them to see 
that their veterinary surgeons used an approved 


tuberculin when carrying out the tuberculin test 
approved by the Ministry. 

For the information of the Council, the Secre- 
tary read the circular letter. 

The PRESIDENT commented that on the face 
of it, it seemed that it was wrong for the Minis- 
try to send that memorandum out to stock 
owners; it should properly have been addressed 
to veterinary surgeons. 

Major RasBacuiati enquired whether a similar 
memorandum had been sent to all veterinary 
surgeons. Mr. STEELE BopGER replied that he 
imagined that was so, as he had received a copy 
of the memorandum from the Ministry. 

The PRESIDENT stated that since that memor- 
andum had simply been read for the information 
of the Council, he took it that they could let 
it lie on the table. 

(3) From the Secretary of the Institute of the 
Horse and Pony Club, Ltd. (referred to the 
Council by the Editorial Committee), enclosing 
a copy of the prospectus of the club, giving its 
aims and objects and inviting the Association 
into membership, on payment of the annual sub- 
scription of one guinea, 

Mr. McIntTosu said that his view of the matter 
was that, as the Association was now attached 
to the National Horse Association, and as a 
good many members of the “ National,” also, 
were members of that body, which was doing 
very good work in defending the interests of 
the horse, the N.V.M.A. should remain content 
with its membership of the National Horse 
Association. He suggested that a reply be sent 
that the “ National” were already associated 
with the National Horse Association, and did 
not wish to associate themselves with any other 
body. 

The Council concurred in this view. 

(4) From the Hon. Secretary of the Society 
of Veterinary Officers, dated September 3rd, 
1934, and addressed to the Secretary, as fol- 
lows :— 

Dear Sir, 

My Executive Committee have had under con- 
sideration the Presidential Address given at the 
Annual Congress of the N.V.M.A. at Edinburgh, 
in the course of which remarks were made which 
might have been applicable to the Society of 
Veterinary Officers. As a result I have been in- 
structed to write and inform you of the position 
of the Society in relation to the N.V.M.A. 

In the first place the Society of Veterinary 
Officers harbours none but the most amicable 
feelings towards the National Veterinary Medical 
Association, and I might point out that most of 
our members are also individually loyal members 
of your Association. Our Society was formed in 
order to provide opportunities for the discussion 
of matters primarily connected with Local Autho- 
rity administration, the minute details of which 
cannot be considered by a general association, 
and it should be regarded as in the same relation 
to the N.V.M.A. as the Society of Medical Officers 
of Health is to the B.M.A. 


My Committee were under the impression thai 
as the Society was not connected with the 
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N.V.M.A. it would be impossible to have the pro- 
ceedings of our meetings published in The Veter- 
inary Record, but we would be very pleased to 
know whether your Editorial Committee would 
publish such reports in the future if forwarded 
for this purpose and also whether you would be 
prepared to publish the notices of our meetings 
from time to time. 

My Executive Committee trust that this state- 
ment will tend to clarify the position, and that 
the N.V.M.A. will be prepared to work in close 
harmony with us. 

Yours faithfully, 
L. Epwarp PERKINS. 
Honorary Secretary, 
The Society of Veterinary Officers. 

The PRESIDENT said that the Council would 
have noted with satisfaction that there was : 
suggestion behind that letter that the Society of 
Veterinary Officers would like to be more closely 
associated with the “ National” than they now 
were. He thought it might be stated, in the 
way of reply, that it was in the interests of the 
veterinary officers, as well as of the whole pro- 
fession, that such bodies as theirs should be 
affiliated with the “ National.” (Hear, hear.) 

There was a point in connection with that 
letter, however, to which some sort of reply 
would require to be made. The statement was 
to the effect that the Society: would be pleased 
to know whether the Editorial Committee would 
publish reports of the proceedings of its meet- 
ings, if forwarded for this purpose; also, notices 
of such meetings. He (the President) thought 
that the reply should be that the request would 
be readily granted in the event of the Society's 
affiliation to the N.V.M.A., but that no promise 
could be made to publish the notices and pro- 
ceedings of an independent body. 

Mr. Natrn asked to be allowed, as the “ chief 
sinner” on that occasion (the Annual Congress) 
to say a word on that letter. His remarks on 
that occasion were not specially directed against 
the Veterinary Officers’ Society: they referred 
to several organisations outside the family 
circle, but if the veterinary officers cared to 
assume that his remarks applied to them, he 
saw no reason seriously to disagree with them. 
(Laughter.) He was, however, very pleased 
to note the friendly tone of their letter and that 
they thought that their Society should be re- 
garded as bearing the same relation to the 
N.V.M.A. as the Society of Medical Officers ‘of 
Health did to the B.M.A. He suggested that 
the best way out of the difficulty was for the 
Society to apply, not for affiliation, but to be 
accepted as a Division of the N.V.M.A. That 
would give them the privilege of sending dele- 
gates to the Council of the “ National” and of 
having reports of their proceedings published 
in The Veterinary Record. He was quite confi- 
dent that if the Society of Veterinary Officers 
were to apply to that Council for election to 
Divisional status they would receive a very 
hearty welcome, (Applause.) 
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The PRESIDENT proposed: “That a_ letter 
embodying the points made in Mr. Nairn’s state- 
ment should be addressed to the Secretary of 
the Society of Veterinary Officers.” 

The proposition was seconded by Mr. MALte. 

Professor WooLDRIDGE said that he did not 
think the present articles of association would 
allow of the Society’s being elected to Divisional 
status. He thought that if they were elected a 
Branch it would meet the case, as then they 
would have the same privileges as if they had 
been elected to Divisional status. 

The PRESIDENT expressed the view that there 
was a misapprehension as to what constituted 
a Branch and what a Division of the N.V.M.A. 

The So.iciror, appealed to on the point, 
stated that a Division was an association of 
members ; a Branch was an association of Divi- 
sions. 

Major TayLtor asked who was eligible for 
membership of the Society of Veterinary 
Officers, Captain Simpson replying that mem- 
bership of the Society was open to all members 
of the profession who were engaged as 
whole-time officers in the Local Govern- 
ment Service. Speaking as a member of the 
Society, he begged to express his appreciation 
of the remarks that had been made that day in 
Council ; he was sure they would be very favour- 
ably received by his Society and would create 
a good atmosphere. (Applause.) 

Mr. STEELE BopGer associated himself with 
these remarks. He was delighted to hear that 
the relationship which existed between the 
N.V.M.A. and the Society of Veterinary Officers 
was so amicable, as, having read the Presiden- 
tial Address, he would not have thought it. 
(Laughter.) However, he was delighted. 

The proposition was carried. 

(5) From Mr. D. Murnane, B.v.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., 
Assistant Hon. Secretary of the Australian 
Veterinary Association, dated August 24th, 1934, 
and addressed to the Secretary, as follows :— 
Dear Sir, 

The Annual Conference of this Association will 
take place at the Veterinary Research Institute, 
Parkville, Melbourne, on January 16th to 23rd, 
1935, during the Centenary Celebrations of this 
city. 

The President and members of this Association 
extend to all members of your Association who 
may be visiting Australia at that time a cordial 
invitation to attend the conference and assure 
them of a very warm welcome. 


Yours faithfully, 
D. MuRNANE, 


Assistant Honorary Secretary. 
The Australian Veterinary 
Association. 

The PRESIDENT observed that he was asking 
the Secretary to acknowledge that letter and to 
convey the thanks of the Council to the Aus- 
tralian Veterinary Association for the invita- 
tion. (Applause.) 
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(6) From H. W. Steele Bodger, Esq., Secre- 
tary of the Society of Veterinary Practitioners, 
requesting the approval of the Council for the 
Society’s action in changing its name from the 
Veterinary Practitioners’ League to the Society 
of Veterinary Practitioners. 

Mr. Mate: “I formally move that we approve 
the change of title.” 


The motion was seconded by Captain COLEMAN 


and carried unanimously, 

(7) From Mr. R. Dunwoody, Hon. Secretary- 
Treasurer of the Nigerian Veterinary Associa- 
tion, dated August 29th, 1934, and addressed to 
the Secretary, as follows :— 

Dear Sir, 

Iam directed by the President and members of 
the Nigerian Veterinary Association to apply for 
our Association to be affiliated to the National 
Veterinary Medical Association of Great Britain 
and Ireland. 

I enclose two copies of the Rules of our Asso- 
ciation which have been approved by all 
members. 

The Nigerian Veterinary Association came into 
being in June, 1933, but owing to the exigencies 
of the service it has not been possible to hold 
our first meeting yet. However, already papers 
of interest are being circulated amongst members 
at regular intervals and a meeting will be held 
at the first opportunity. 

I might add that at present the President of 

our Association is Captain W. W. Henderson and 
our Vice-President is Mr. J. A. Griffiths. 

I trust this application will be favourably 


considered. 
Yours faithfully, 
R. Dunwoopy. 
Hon, Secretary-Treasurer, 
Nigerian Veterinary Association, 
Vom, P.O. Bukuru, Nigeria. 


The PRESIDENT expressed the view that it was 
very gratifying to the Association to have appli- 
cations for affiliation coming in from such 
organisations as the Nigerian Veterinary Asso- 
ciation, and he was glad to know that they could 
meet that request at that meeting. If some- 
one would make a_ proposition on that, they 
could at once acquaint the Nigerian Veterinapy 
Association of the decision of the Council on 
the subject. 

On the proposition of Major RaBaGLiati, 
seconded by Major CuamBers, the Nigerian 
Veterinary Association was accepted, amid 
applause, as an organisation affiliated to the 
National Veterinary Medical Association of 
Great Britain and Ireland. 


MEMBERSHIP 


The SECRETARY announced that the number 
of members on the register of the Association 
at the date of meeting, less those lost by death, 
and including new members nominated on the 
agenda, was 1,673, this being the highest num- 
ber of members since the N.V.M.A. was _ re- 
formed in 1921. 


This received with 


applause. 

Obituary List——The Council stood in silent 
tribute while the following list of members who 
had died during the past quarter was read: Mr. 
W. H. Blackburn (S. Hetton), Mr. J. Lindsay 
(Dumfries), Mr. E. H. Pratt (Northallerton), 
Mr. M. Robinson (Barnsley), Mr. R. Knight 
(Dunfermline) and Mr, W. Marshall (Huntly). 

New Members.—The following, having com- 
pleted nomination forms and paid their sub- 
scriptions, were unanimously elected to member- 
ship of the Association: Mr. A. J. Adams (Aber- 
deen), Miss Vera Amos (London), Messrs. D. 
Drummond (Newton Abbot), J. MeP. Fraser 
(Ministry of Agriculture), L. Lester (Hare- 
field), J. G. Murray (Glasgow), R. J. Power 
(Mallow), A. Robertson (Stonehaven), A. M. 
Shepherd (Fochabers), A. W. Smith (Edin- 
burgh), H. L. Sowerby (Hull), A. W. Taylor 
(Edinburgh) and R. J. Thomas (Manchester). 


Reports of Standing Committees 


Organising Committee—The report of this 
Committee was read by the Hon. Secretary 
(Captain J. R. Rider) as follows, he moving 
its reception and adoption :— 


Two meetings of the Organising Committee have 
been held during the past quarter. 

In response to the request from the Ministry 
of Agriculture, and as instructed by the Council, 
the Committee has supplied a list of Veterinary 
Surgeons in England and Wales to enable the 
Minister of Agriculture to arrange for the creation 
of a panel of Referees under Section 5 of the Im- 
provement of Livestock (Licensing of Bulls) Act, 

A Division of the N.V.M.A. brought to the 
notice of the Committee certain aspects of the 
situation created by a change in the status of a 
scheme for free treatment of animals of the poor, 
which had operated within its area. It was de- 
cided to support strongly the attitude adopted 
by the Division, and the Secretary was instructed 
as to the action to be taken. 

Arising out of a communication received from 
Dr. Tom Hare, it was agreed to recommend the 
formation of a small Committee to explore means 
of bringing about the collaboration of the veter- 
inary profession and the members of the rabbit, 
fur-bearing animals, pigeons and aviary birds 
industries; that the members of this Com- 
mittee be Major Dalling, Major Dunkin and Major 
Kirk, with power to co-opt and to consult any 
bodies or individuals able to give them any in- 
formation on the subject. 

Consideration was given to a resolution from 
a Division, which had reference to membership 
of the N.V.M.A., independently of membership of 
a local Division. It was decided to defer further 
consideration of this matter until the motion by 
Dr. Wooldridge, relating to the same subject, had 
been dealt with by the Council. 

The Secretary reported that in two cases of ad- 
vertising by unqualified persons, counter-adver- 
tisements had been inserted in the papers con- 
cerned. 

A booklet issued by the R.S.P.C.A., to its 
branches was laid before the Committee, and the 


announcement was 
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Secretary was instructed to secure copies, when 
available, for the consideration of the members 
of the Committee. 

The Committee accepted with deep regret the 
resignation of Mr. David Imrie as an Assessor 
in connection with the Clinical Prize Scheme for 
Students, and directed that their best thanks be 
conveyed to Mr. Imrie for his past services. It 
was decided to recommend that Mr. W. Nairn 
be invited to take Mr. Imrie’s place as an 
Assessor. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. NELDER and 
carried, there being no discussion. 


Appointments Committee 


In the absence of Professor Buxton (Chair- 
man), this report was read by the SECRETARY 
as follows 


A meeting of the Appointments Committee was 
held at 2, Verulam Buildings, on Monday, 
October 1st, with Professor J. B. Buxton in the 
Chair. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were taken 
as read and signed as correct, having been pub- 
lished in The Veterinary Record. 

Arising from the Minutes, it was reported that 
of the Veterinary Officers who had _ been 
approached in connection with the resolution 
from the Scottish Society of Veterinary Inspec- 
tors only one desired the matter of his salary 
to be taken up with his County Council. In view 
of the Council’s decision that the Department of 
Health for Scotland should be asked to receive 
a deputation to discuss the question of Veterinary 
Officers’ salaries, it was decided that this request 
should be held over for the present. 

The Committee agreed that the Department 
should be approached without further delay, and 
that Mr. Nairn should be invited to serve on the 
deputation, along with Mr. Donald Campbell, 
Major J. G. McGregor and Mr. John Weir, who 
had already agreed to act for the Association in 
this capacity. 

Approval was expressed of the Chairman’s 
action in authorising the despatch of letters to 
a County Borough on the subject of the salary of 
their Veterinary Officer. It was reported that the 
last letter from the Town Clerk indicated that 
this correspondence would be placed before a 
new Committee that was being set up by the 
Corporation to consider the grading and salaries 
of members of their staff. 

Correspondence was received that had passed 
between the Association and the Banff County 
Council which had culminated in a letter from 
the County Clerk stating that his Committee were 
unable to receive a deputation for the purpose 
of discussing the salary of their Veterinary 
Officer, and that the vacancy had now been filled. 

It was reported that although the Association 
had represented that a veterinary surgeon should 
fill the Derbyshire Education Committee’s 
vacancy for a Lecturer in Animal Hygiene (a 
post which was previously designated Veterinary 
Education Officer), a person with non-veterinary 
qualifications had been appointed. ; 

It was reported that the Local Authority for 
the Counties of East and West Suffolk had not 
entertained the suggestion of the Appointments 
Executive Committee that a Chief Veterinary 
Officer and an Assistant Veterinary Officer should 
be appointed at the salaries laid down in the 
Association’s Scale, but had decided to appoint 
two Veterinary Officers, one at £400 to £500 and 
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the other at £500 to £600. The Executive Com- 
mittee decided to ban these appointments on 
the ground that the salaries offered were below 
those recommended by the Association for 
appointments of this nature and members were 
advised to withhold their applications. The 
action of the Executive Committee was approved. 

Representations have also been made to a County 
Council that a deputation should be received to 
discuss the salary attaching to the post of Chief 
Veterinary Officer. This appointment, too, is 
under a ban, since the salary falls below the figure 
recommended by the Association, 

Although no reply has been received from this 
County Council, a deputation has been tenta- 
tively formed. 

The attention of the Committee was drawn to 
the fact that a Scottish County Council were ad- 
vertising in The Glasgow Herald for a Veterinary 
Officer at a salary of £600 per annum. It was 
decided that as there was an Assistant Veterinary 
Officer, the County Council should be informed 
that that salary was below the N.V.M.A. scale, 
and that this should also be brought to the notice 
of the Department of Health for Scotland. 

Arising out of consideration given to a City 
Corporation’s scale of salaries, it was decided 
to recommend that in cases where the commen- 
cing salary for Junior Veterinary Officers is only 
slightly below that prescribed by the Association, 
and provision for definite increments is made, 
no objection should be made to an advertisement 
inviting applications for such posts. 

In view of recent difficulties, the Committee 
recommend: (1) That a small committee be ap- 
pointed to review the Association’s scale of 
salaries for whole-time Veterinary Officers, in 
the light of the varying conditions in each county; 
(2) That the Committee be authorised to make 
any inquiries that may be deemed necessary, and 
(3) That the Committee be composed of the Chair- 
man of the Appointments Committee, Major 
DeVine, Mr. E. C. Lloyd, Major Rabagliati, and 
Dr. Wooldridge. 


The motion for the reception and adoption of 
this report was carried, having been moved by 
the PRESIDENT and seconded by Captain 
(‘OLEMAN. 


Veterinary Officers’ and Publie Health 
Committee 


The report of this Committee was read as 
follows by Mr. Mare’ (Chairman) who moved 
its reception and adoption. 


The Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health 
Committee met at 2, Verulam Buildings on Mon- 
day, October 1st, under the Chairmanship of 
Mr. G. P. Male. . 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read, 
confirmed and signed. 

Arising from the Minutes, a letter was read 
from a member regarding the Ayrshire Division’s 
complaint in connection with the refusal of the 
Ayrshire County Council to nominate _practi- 
tioners as “ veterinary surgeons ” under the Milk 
(Special Designations) Order (Scotland). It was 
decided to ask the Secretary of the Division 
whether there was any objection to the Com- 
mittee complying with this member’s request for 
fuller details of the complaint. ; 

The Secretary read a further letter which had 
been addressed to the Scottish Society of Veter- 
inary Inspectors with regard to the grievances 


1302 No. 43. VoL. xiv. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


October 27, 1934. 


of private practitioners under the Milk (Special 
Designations) Order. This letter was approved, 
the Committee being informed that it would be 
considered at the next meeting of the Scottish 
Society. 

The Committee heard with satisfaction a reply 
from the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
intimating that it had been decided, with Treasury 
concurrence, to accede to the Association’s re- 
quest that an additional id. per mile should be 
paid to Local Veterinary Inspectors when carry- 
ing waterproof equipment in their motor-cars 
on journeys to deal with cases of swine fever 
or reported swine fever; the additional rate to 
be payable as from September 16th. 

The Committee recommend that the Council 
accord sympathetic support to the following 
motion which was moved by Captain Coleman at 
the July meeting of the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, and which is 
presently under consideration by the Examina- 
tion Committee :— 


“That the Examination Committee be 
asked to consider the advisability of making 
special provision in the syllabus and the ex- 
aminations to ensure that the student has 
received the necessary instruction in apply- 
ing and interpreting the results of the intra- 
dermal tuberculin test and to satisfy the 
examiners of his proficiency in the same 
test.” 

There was no discussion and the motion, 
having been seconded by Captain TOwNson, was 
carried. 


Joint Meeting of the Appointments Committee 
and the Veterinary Officers’ and Public 
Health Committee. 

This report was also read by Mr. MALE as 
follows :— 


A joint meeting of the above-mentioned Com- 
mittees, with Mr. G. P. Male occupying the Chair, 
was held at the Offices of the Association on 
Monday, October Ist. 

The purpose of the meeting was to consider 
at the request of Council, a communication from 
the National Association of Local Government 
Officers stating that the Society of Veterinary 
Officers were considering the question of apply- 
ing for representation on the Standing Joint Com- 
mittee of N.A.L.G.O., and asking to be informed 
whether they were correct in assuming that the 
Society of Veterinary Officers was the body most 
fitting to represent the local government veter- 
inary officers on their Standing Joint Committee. 

After discussion, it was decided to report that 
it is the opinion of the Joint Committee that 
such representation should be provided by the 
N.V.M.A., since the Association is recognised as 
being the only body representative of all sections 
of the Veterinary Profession engaged in local 
government service. 

Accordingly, the Joint Committee recommend 
that the Council should be prepared to consider 
representation on the Standing Joint Committee 
of N.A.L.G.O., and, further, should such represen- 
tation be arranged, it should include whole-time 
veterinary officers in the local government 
service. 

The motion for reception and adoption was 
proposed by Mr. Mate, seconded by Mr. STEELE 


Bopcer and carried. 


Parliamentary Committee. 


Mr. J. C. COLEMAN read and moved the recep- 
tion and adoption of the report of this Com- 
mittee, which was as follows :— 


The Parliamentary Committee met at the Offices 
of the Association on Tuesday, October 2nd, 1934. 

In the absence of Lieut.-Colonel J. A. Dixon, 
the Chair was occupied by Captain J. C. Coleman. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and signed as correct. 

_Arising from the Minutes, the Committee were 
given a brief outline of the proceedings of the 
interview which had taken place between the 
Chief Veterinary Officer of the Ministry of Agri- 
culture and the Association’s representatives re- 
lative to Clause 9 of the Milk Act. 

_ The Committee approved the action of the 
Special Committee on the Cattle Diseases Com- 
mittee’s Report in sending representatives to the 
Ministry without reference to the Parliamentary 
Committee, in view of the urgency of the matter. 

A letter was read from the Ministry of Health 
promising to give the Association the opportunity 
of offering observations on the draft of any Order 
to be made under. the powers conferred by 
Section 10 of the Milk Act. 

It was agreed to recommend that any further 
action to be taken in connection with the Milk 
Act should be placed in the hands of the Special 
Committee on the Report of the Cattle Diseases 
Committee of the Economic Advisory Council. 

A letter was read from the Cattle Committee 
stating that they did not propose to utilise the 
services of veterinary surgeons in connection with 
the examination of animals presented for certi- 
fication under the Cattle Industry (Emergency 
Provisions) Act, as no question of disease would 
arise from its administration. 

It is the view of the Committee that although 
there may be no question of disease, there are 
various points in the administration of the Act 
where provision should be made for calling upon 
the veterinary surgeon for advice—such as age, 
stage of pregnancy, date of castration, etc. 

The Committee therefore recommend that re- 
presentations be made to the Cattle Committee 
upon these lines. 

A Provisional Poisons List and Poisons Rules 
were laid before the Committee, together with a 
request from the Poisons Board for the Associa- 
tion’s observations thereon. 

The views of various members of the profession 
who had been consulted in this matter were read. 

It was decided that a small Committee consist- 
ing of the Chairman of the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee, Captain J. C. Coleman and Mr. Steele 
Bodger be appointed to go further into the matter 
and to supply the observations asked for by the 
Poisons Board, the Committee to have power to 
co-opt. 

Mr. Tupor HuGuHes seconded the motion, 


which was carried. 


Finance and General Purposes Committee. 


In the absence of the Chairman of this Com- 
inittee (Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Simpson) this report 
was read by the SECRETARY as follows :— 

One meeting of the Finance and General Pur- 
poses Committee has been held during the past 
quarter, with Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Simpson in the 


Chair. 
In accordance with the instructions of Council, 
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the Committee has considered the application of 
the Advisory Committee on Poultry Diseases for 
the reimbursement of the expenses of members 
in attending meetings of the Advisory Committee. 

Your Committee has very reluctantly come to 
the conclusion that it cannot recommend the 
Council to accede to this request. 

The Committee has accepted an estimate for 
re-printing the revised “ Articles of Association.” 
When these reprints are available, each Branch 
and Division will receive a copy. 

The Committee have also accepted a design 
and a for shortening the length of the 
President’s Chain of Office. 

After consideration of a letter from the Asso- 
ciation’s Solicitors, the Committee recommend 
to Council that for the twelve months commen- 
cing January Ist, 1935, the Solicitors’ retaining 
fee should be restored to the original amount, 
namely, 50 guineas. 

Consideration has been given to the suggestion 
made by Major Kirk at the post-Congress meeting 
of Council that the Association should secure a 
microphone for use at meetings of the Council 
and at the Annual Congress. 

The Chairman and the Secretary were left to 
see whether they could arrange for this suggestion 
to be put on trial at the October Meeting of 
Council. 


The PRESIDENT moved the reception and 
adoption of the report and the motion was 
carried unanimously, after Mr. Nairn had 
seconded. 


The Hon. Treasurer’s Statement. 


The Hon. TREASURER (Captain W. G. Wragg), 
dealt with his (circulated) financial statement 
for the past quarter, pointing out that the 
finances of the Association were satisfactory in 
every way, their position remaining very much 
the same as heretofore, when allowance was 
made for certain exceptional payments which 
had been authorised during the quarter, such as 
the payment of one hundred guineas to the 
R.C.V.S. Library Fund, ete. 

The Treasurer’s report was accepted with 
applause. 


Editorial Committee. 
The report of this Committee was read as 


follows by the Chairman (Sir JoHn Moore), 
who moved its reception and adoption :— 


During the past quarter, the Committee has had 
the satisfaction of publishing the largest issue 
of The Veterinary Record yet produced, in the 
Edinburgh Congress Number, which contained 
a very comprehensive account of the proceedings 
at this most successful meeting. 

The absence of practitioners at Congress and 
on holidays is, perhaps, accountable for the re- 
grettable fact that the response to the invitation 
to practitioners to submit clinical articles for 
payment has been small, and it is hoped to see 
a marked improvement in this respect. 

Certain additions have been made to the ex- 
change list, and, with a view to rendering assist- 
ance to the library of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons, it has been agreed that, in future, 
all foreign journals received in exchange for The 
Veterinary Record should be sent for custody to 


the library, on the condition that the library 
undertakes to issue the journals, upon request, for 
the benefit of abstractors employed by The Veter- 
inary Record. 

_ In the Abstract Section, there are now appear- 
ing summaries of the papers presented at the 
International Veterinary Congress, in connection 
with which the Committee are indebted to Colonel 
Young and the Secretary of the Publicity Com- 
mittee for accounts of the social and other pro- 
ceedings. 

The following recommendation is made for the 
consideration of Council: “ That the Council 
should direct the Provisional Committee of each 
Annual Congress to submit all papers written for 
presentation to Congress to the Editorial Com- 
mittee for editing, prior to distribution.” 

Captain COLEMAN seconded the motion, con- 
gratulating the Editorial Committee on the im- 
provement in The Veterinary Record, but stating 
that he would like to see some acceleration in 
the publishing of abstracts of papers following 
their delivery. 

Mr. MALE thought that in the reference to pay- 
ment for clinical articles the word ‘ honora- 
rium ” might be substituted for “* payment.” He 
hoped that no one who was inclined to write 
articles for the clinical section of the Associa- 
tion’s journal would be rendered less inclined 
to so do so because payment was offered; per- 
sonally, he thought that it was only right that 
they should receive payment, but he would 
prefer the alteration in wording which he had 
suggested. 

Captain COLEMAN stated that if that were a 
motion he would have much pleasure’ in 
seconding it. The motion was carried, 

The PreEsIDENT said that there was one point 
in that report to which attention should be 
drawn and that was the recommendation in re- | 
gard to Congress papers. The great difficulty 
that he could see in connection with this recom- 
mendation was that papers only came to hand 
very shortly before the Congress was held. If 
the Council concurred in the recommendation, 
might it not be just as well to leave it that so 
far as possible this reegmmendation be acceded 
to. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE suggested that the re- 
commendation in the report be adhered to. It 
only meant putting forward the date of receipt 
of papers for a week or so. A notice to authors 
was generally given some months before the 
papers were required, and he did not think the 
carrying out of the recommendation would mean 
much inconvenience to the writers of papers. 
The reason for that recommendation was that 
the papers were generally sent up without their 
having been scrutinised at all from the literary 
point of view, and it was highly desirable that, 
if they were to be issued by the Association, this 
should be done. 

Proceeding, Professor WooLprIDGE said that, 
on behalf of the Editorial Committee, he would 


: 


1304 No. 43. VoL. xiv. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


October 27, 1934. 


like to ask that members of Council should do 
their utmost—and urge other members of the 
Association to do so—to provide more clinical 
articles whether or not they were prepared to 
accept an honorarium. If they did not care to 
accept it, he was quite sure that the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund would be only too 
glad to receive it. (Hear, hear.) 

The report as amended was adopted without 
further discussion. 


Provisional Committee. 


The Secretary read the following interim 
report of this Committee. 

The first meeting of the Provisional Committee 
for the Belfast Congress was held at 2, Verulam 
Buildings, on Monday, October 1st. 

Although the President occupied the Chair, it 
was agreed that the appointment of a Chairman 
of the Committee should be held over till the 


next meeting. 
The following additional members were co- 


opted :— 

As representing the North of Ireland Division: 
Messrs. J. McAllan, J. Ewing Johnston, H. G. 
Lamont, A. McLean, R. Moore, P. L. Shanks, H. C. I. 
Kelly, J. 1. Magowan, and Professor T. G. Browne. 

As representing the V.M.A. of Ireland: Mr. 
F. J. Daly and Professor J. J. O’Connor. 

Following upon the consideration of a letter 
on the subject received from a member (which 
communication was read to the Council at the 
request of the Committee), Mr. McINTOSH moved 
that the former resolution arrived at by the 
Council on this matter be adhered to. This 
resolution, adopted on the recommendation of 
the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
on October 6th, 1931, was as follows :— 


“That local authorities employing a 
whole-time or part-time veterinary officer 
or veterinary inspector should be invited 
to send a representative, in addition to their 
veterinary officer or veterinary inspector, 
to the Annual Congress.” 


Captain COLEMAN seconded the motion, which 
was carried unanimously and the report was 
adopted. 


Reports of Deputations 


(a)—TO THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
RE THE DEFINITION, DIAGNOSIS 
AND CONTROL OF SWINE FEVER. 


This report was read as follows, by the 
SECRETARY 


On January 2nd, 1934, the Council of the 
N.V.M.A. decided to form a Committee to con- 
sider the question of the Definition, Diagnosis 
and Control of Swine Fever. The Committee 
elected comprised Messrs. W. H. Andrews. T. M. 
Doyle, R. E. Glover, R. Lovell, A. W. Noel Pillers, 
and J. O. Powley. 

On January 26th, Mr. D. A. E. Cabot wrote to 
the N.V.M.A. on behalf of Mr. Kelland, stating 
that the invitations conveyed to Messrs, Andrews, 
Doyle and Powley had been referred to him, and 


enquiring whether, before proceeding further with 
the matter, the Association would be prepared to 
send a small deputation to discuss the subject. 
This letter was placed before the Council on 
April 10th, when Messrs. Beckett, Pillers and 
Glover were appointed to form a deputation. It 
was agreed that in the event of any of these 
being unable to attend, the President or his 
nominee should serve on the deputation. Mr. 
Glover was unable to serve, and Mr. Nairn, 
P.N.V.M.A. took his place. 

On July 2nd, Messrs. Beckett, Nairn and Pillers 
met Mr. Kelland with several of his advisers. 
Mr. Nairn introduced the deputation, stating that 
he thought the business to be discussed was rela- 
tive to the question of whether Messrs. Andrews, 
Doyle and Powley, members of the staff of the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, could serve 
on the N.V.M.A. Committee. After intimating 
that he had another appointment to keep, Mr. 
Nairn called upon Mr. Pillers and then left. 

Mr. Pillers stated that he was totally unpre- 
pared to discuss the question of swine fever diag- 
nosis or control, and that it appeared to him 
that the subject to be discussed was the question 
of whether the members of Mr. Kelland’s staff 
could serve on the Committee. Mr. Kelland then 
stated that he would be only too pleased for: any 
members of his staff to serve on any Committee 
which was to discuss scientific subjects, but he 
felt that if the question of policy was to be con- 
sidered, then difficulties would arise. Messrs. 
Pillers and Beckett agreed that as the question of 
policy would very likely be considered, it was 
desirable to avoid such difficulties. 

Mr. Pillers said that he thought it was desirable, 
in the first place, that the numerous Swine Fever 
Orders should be consolidated. With regard to 
swine fever diagnosis, Mr. Pillers said that in 
the veterinary profession there was much criti- 
cism of the present method of diagnosis of swine 
fever and in his opinion the officer in the field 
was often in a better position to confirm the 
existence or otherwise of the disease. 

Mr. Kelland in reply said that the Swine Fever 
Orders would be consolidated as soon as prac- 
ticable. Mr. Kelland stated that he was fully 
aware of the great difficulties of swine fever 
diagnosis, but was satisfied that the standard in 
this country was equal to, if not better than, 
that in other countries. The difficulties of diag- 
nosis were being continuously reviewed at the 
—_* Laboratory and many forms of swine 
erysipelas and paratyphoid of young pigs which 
were formerly confirmed are now ‘eliminated. 
Mr. Kelland added that a Committee had been 
appointed by the Agricultural Research Council 
to carry out intensive investigation of swine fever 
and other allied diseases of pigs. In these cir- 
cumstances, Mr. Kelland was of the opinion that it 
would be preferable to await the Report of this 
Committee before the National Veterinary Medi- 
cal Association take further action on the ques- 
tion of the diagnosis of swine fever. 

After thanking Mr. Kelland and his staff for the 
kind and considerate hearing given them, Mr. 
Pillers stated that Mr. Beckett and himself had 
heard nothing that day which would make them 
alter their views as to the necessity of considera- 
ble improvements in the diagnosis and control 
of the disease, and they still felt that a Com- 
mittee could do much to improve the position, 
especially amongst practitioners with regard to 
the handling of suspected outbreaks. 


The PRESIDENT said that Council would re- 
member that, on the recommendation of the 
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Congress at Llandudno, a committee was formed 
to investigate the question of the diagnosis and 
control of swine fever and allied conditions. <A 
certain number of members of this Committee 
were engaged in research work in connection 
with the Ministry, and it was as a consequence 
of their nomination that it became necessary 
to send a deputation to the Ministry. The diffi- 
culty in connection with the formation of a com- 
mittee of that kind was that there were required 
members who were versed in the whole question 
and who were also connected with investiga- 
tions of such diseases as swine fever and allied 
conditions. As a matter of fact the result of 
the sending of that deputation was that the 
Swine Fever Committee was in a state of sus- 
pended animation, and they required to leave it 
at that in the meantime. He thought that 
they must, however, thank the members of the 
deputation for the trouble they had taken in 
attending, and explaining what was required 
before the Ministry. (Hear, hear.) The 
Swine Fever Committee would remain in being 
although it was in that non-active condition. 


(b)—TO THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
RE THE VETERINARY ADVISORY 
SCHEME. 

The Secretary read an interim report from 
this deputation which was received and con- 
sidered in committee. 

On the resumption of open meeting, the Presi- 
dent observed that he took it that it was the 
wish of the Council that the deputation which 
had been dealing with that question should be 
accorded their grateful thanks for what they 
had done. (Applause.) 


Reports of Other Committees 
Special Committee on the Recommendations of 
the Cattle Diseases Committee of the 
Economie Advisory Council. 


This report was read by the SeEcRETARY as 
follows :— 


The Special Committee on the Report of the 
Cattle Diseases Committee of the Economic Ad- 
visory Council has held two meetings, at which 
important informition bearing on the matter 


has been brought before the Committee, and con-. 


sideration given to the points put forward for 
inclusion in the proposed representations to the 
Minister of Agriculture. 

At the latter of these meetings the Committee 
received a resolution from the North Wales Divi- 
sion in terms similar to that appearing on the 
Council’s Agenda from the Society of Veterinary 
Practitioners. 

The Committee is meeting again shortly to 
frame, for submission to the Minister, proposals 
showing how the recommendations of the Cattle 
Diseases Committee can, in the opinion of. the 
Association, best be carried out. The Committee 
will also consider whether the Ministry of Health 
and the Milk Marketing Board shall be similarly 
approached. 


The PRESIDENT having invited a discussion, 
Mr. Tupor HuGHEs proposed that, as the sub- 
ject-matter of this item was related to No. 14 
on the agenda (resolution from the Society of 
Veterinary Practitioners) it should be = con- 
sidered together with the report now before the 
Council. 

The proposition was seconded by Captain 
DAWES. 

The Prestmpenr: “ We are required to reply 
to the resolution of the Society of Veterinary 
Practitioners, but we could take their resolution 
immediately following that now before us.” 

The Council concurred. 

Continuing, the PRESIDENT said that it was as 
well for the Council to hear the resolution to 
which reference was made in the report of the 
Special Committee. 

The SeEcrETARY, in reading this resolution, 
stated that it was from the North Wales Divi- 
sion. The resolution was as follows :— 


“The North Wales Division, having con- 
sidered the Report of the Cattle Diseases 
Committee of the Economie Advisory Coun- 
cil, desires to express its gratification that 
a definite effort is being made to control 
some of the more important diseases of 
cattle in this country, and that the Veter- 
inary Profession is recognised as of prime 
importance in the execution of any scheme 
to combat animal disease. The Division is of 
opinion, however, that the value of the ser- 
vices of the general practitioner has not been 
fully recognised, and that in the interests 
of both public health and agriculture the 
services of the general practitioner, as well 
as those of whole-time and _ part-time 
officials, are absolutely essential to the 
success of any scheme for the eradication 
of the diseases specified in the report of 
the Economie Advisory Council’s Commit- 
tee. The Division begs to urge the Special 
Committee of the N.V.M.A. dealing with the 
Cattle Diseases Report to safeguard the in- 
terests of the general practitioner, especi- 
ally in view of the effects which the re- 
commendations of the Cattle Diseases Com- 
mittee, as they stand at present, may have 
on his welfare and on the welfare of the 
agricultural community dependent on his 
services, and to make every endeavour 
possible to ensure that all general practi- 
tioners shall be incorporated in any scheme 
which may be launched for the eradication 
of cattle diseases.” 


Mr. Stranpiey submitted that, as this was a 
progress report, it was not open for discussion. 
The PRESIDENT replied that a discussion might 
take place upon the report, even if they did not 
receive and adopt it. He did not want to stifle 
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any discussion that was likely to be helpful to 
the Committee. 

Dr. WOOLDRIDGE stated that his only obser- 
vation would be something which perhaps he 
Was not expected to say. He thought it was 
stated in the resolution that no scheme would be 
acceptable to this Association unless it included 
all veterinary practitioners. If he heard that 
aright it seemed to him perfectly absurd; no 
association could insist on including every vet- 
erinary practitioner in any scheme such as was 
suggested. 

The PRESIDENT said that before the Council 
went any further, it would be as well that the 
members should know that the special committee 
agreed with the view of the matter expressed 
by Dr. Wooldridge. 

Dr. Woo._pripGce added that that was all that 
he had to say except perhaps to remind the 
Council that he thought the first duty of that 
Association was one of service to the com- 
munity; its second duty service to its members. 

The Presipent said that he thought all the 
Council could do now was to approve his action 
in passing the resolution from the North Wales 
Division over to the Special Committee. 

The members expressed their approval. 


Resolution from the Society of 
Veterinary Practitioners. 


“That this Division is of the opinion 
that the recommendations contained in the 
Report of the Committee on Cattle Diseases 
of the Economie Advisory Council to the 
effect that the future Veterinary Service for 
the administration of the various Public 
Health Acts and Orders shall be composed 
entirely of whole-time officers is contrary 
to the best interests of Public Health, Agri- 
cultural Industry, and also to those of the 
Veterinary Profession as a whole. 

“The Division considers that the Council 
of the Association has received a mandate 
from an overwhelming majority of its mem- 
bers, and is itself pledged to oppose any 
State Veterinary Service which does not 
include the General Veterinary Practitioner 
as an essential part of such Service. 

Division therefore respectfully 
urges the Council to redouble its efforts to 
that end by every means in its power.” 


Japtain GUNNING desired to support’ the 
resolution and just to point out that it bore out 
the view that the Council had expressed at their 
January meeting. He was speaking not as a 
member of the Society of Veterinary Practi- 
tioners but as a member of Council, and he 
would suggest that the motion be referred to a 
special committee of the Council for considera- 
tion, 
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Mr. Dawes moved: “ That this Council re- 
ceives this resolution and approves of it, and 
the Council itself will do its very best to further 
the interests specified in the resolution.” 

Major Over seconded. 

Mr. Nairn thought that if the recommenda- 
tions of the Cattle Diseases Committee were put 
into force at an early date, there could not be 
found sufficient whole-time officers to do all the 
work involved. 

Mr. STEELE BopGer agreed, but added that 
the crux of the matter, from the stand-point 
of the part-time officer, was that the report 
only advised utilising the services of general 
practitioners so long as they could not be dis- 
pensed with. It was on that question of prin- 
ciple that they took their stand. Any report 
that was approved by that body would, he hoped, 
insist that the veterinary practitioners should 
form a permanent and integral part of any 
scheme; not to be used temporarily, only until 
their services could be dispensed with. (Hear, 
hear.) 

The resolution was carried and it was agreed 
to notify the Society of Veterinary Practitioners 
accordingly. 


Election of Standing Committees 


The following report was received of the Com- 
mittee appointed to make nominations for the 
following standing committees for the year 1934- 
1935: Appointments Committees, Finance and 
yeneral Purposes Committee, the Veterinary 
Officers’ and Public Health Committee, the Or- 
ganising Committee, the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee and the Editorial Committee :— 

A meeting of the Nominations Committee 
appointed by the Council on August 3rd, met 
at the offices of the Association on Monday, Octo- 

The President occupied the Chair, and there 
were also present: Professor J. B, Buxton, Mr. 
H. W. Dawes, Mr. G. P. Male, Captain S. J. 
Motton, Major R. H. H. Over, Major D. S. Rabag- 
liati, Mr. Steele Bodger, Mr. W. Tweed, Captain 
J. R. Rider (Hon. Secretary), and Captain W. G. 
Wragg (Hon. Treasurer). 

It was resolved to recommend :— 

(i) That the President, the Hon. Secretary and 
the Hon. Treasurer be ex-officio members of all 
Committees. 

(ii) That the Standing Committees for the year 
1934-35 be constituted as follows:— 


APPOINTMENTS 

Over, R. H. H. 
Nairn, W. 
Rabagliati, D. 8S. 
Steele Bodger, H. W. 
Whitehouse, A. W. 
Wooldridge, W. R. 
Tweed, W, 


Buxton, J. B. 
Bywater, H. E., 
Dawes, H. W. 
Dixon, J. A. 
Lloyd, E. C, 
MelIntosh, J. W. 
Matthews, G. T. 
Moore, J. 
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FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES 


Bell, H. 

Dawes, H. W. 
Dunkin, G. W. 
Hobday, F. T. G. 
Hughes, L. 
Hughes, H. Tudor 
Kirk, H. 
McIntosh, J. W. 


Macqueen, J. 
Moore, J. 

Nairn, W. 

Simpson, P. J. 
Steele Bodger, H. W. 
Willett, R. A, 
Wooldridge, G. H. 


VETERINARY OFFICERS’ AND PUBLIC 


HEALTH 
Coleman, J. C,. Rabagliati, D. S. 
Dixon, J. A. Standley, H. P., Sen. 


Steele Bodger, H. W. 
Townson, W. K. 
Wilkinson, T. 
Wooldridge, G. H. 
Wooldridge, W. R. 


Gunning, O. V. 
Lloyd, E. C. 
Motton, S. J. 
Male, G. P. 
Nairn, W. 
Over, R. H. H. 


ORGANISING 


Moore, J. 

Nelder, R. B. 

Over, R. H. H. 
Ritchie, J. N. 
Simpson, P. J. 
Standley, H. P., Sen. 
Wooldridge, W. R. 


Dawes, H. W. 
Gunning, O. V. 
Hewer, J. R. 
Hobday, F. T. G. 
Ironside, W. J. 
Kirk, H. 

Male, G. P. 
Matthews, G. T. 


PARLIAMENTARY 


Rabagliati, D. S. 

Simpson, R. 
Steele Bodger, H. W. 
Townson, W. K. 
Tweed, W. 
Wilkinson, T. 
Wooldridge, W. R. 


Coleman, J. C. 
Dixon, J. A. 
Dawes, H. W. 
Golledge, S. V. 
Gunning, O. V. 
Male, G, P. 
Moore, J. 
Nelder, R. B. 


EDITORIAL 


Moore, JJ. 

Pool, W. A. 
Stableforth, A. W. 
Willett, R. A. 
Wooldridge, G. H, 
Wooldridge, W. R. 
Wright, J. G, 


Bywater, H. E. 
Dunkin, G. W. 
Edwards, J. T. 
Kirk, H. 
Lovell, R. 
McIntosh, J. W. 
Macqueen, J. 
MecCunn, J. 


The report was adopted, the various com- 
inittees being elected separately, and the only 
alterations to the lists of nominations being 
the inclusion of the names of Mr. Watt for 
Dr. Wooldridge on the Parliamentary Committee 
and of Captain Balls and Colonel Young for 
Mr. MeIntosh and Professor Wright on the Edi- 
torial Committee. 
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Reports from Delegates of Other Bodies 

ROYAL INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

The SECRETARY read the following report pre- 
sented by Mr. W. Nairn in his capacity as the 
Association’s representative at the Norwich 
Congress of the above body: 

As the delegate of the N.V.M.A., I had the 
pleasure and honour of attending the Congress 
of the Royal Institute of Public Health at Nor- 
wich from May 16th to May 20th. 

I understand that an innovation was intro- 
duced on this occasion by the formation of a 
combined Veterinary and Agricultural Section, 
of which Major Gurney was Chairman. 

The Chairman opened the proceedings of this 
Section with an excellent survey of the relation- 
ship between Veterinary Science and Agricul- 
ture, 

The programme appeared to be congested, 
and this necessitated excessive curtailment of 
some of the best papers. Notably amongst those 
which so suffered were two by members of our 
Association—Professor Buxton’s on Some 
Aspects of Vaccination against Tuberculosis,” 
and Dr. Linton’s on “ Nutrition.” 

Dr. Mattick, Director of the Bacteriology 
Department of the National Institute for Re- 
search in Dairying at Reading, gave an excel- 
lent survey of the “ Factors affecting the 
hygienic quality of milk as delivered to the 
consumer.” An effort might be made to have 
this paper published in our Record, as Dr. 
Mattick dealt very fully with the question, and 
included a very fair review of the evidence 
for and against pasteurisation of milk, 

The other papers dealt with such subjects 
as “ Herrings as Food,” ‘* Methods of Curing 
Herrings,” and “ Canning of Fruit.” 

The last paper in the Section was a very in- 
teresting production by Mr. W. T. McGregor, 
of the West Riding Veterinary Department, on 
“ The Unification of Control of Animal Diseases 
and of the Milk and Meat Supply,” in which 
he endeavoured to correlate the retention of 
the powers of the Local Authority and control 
by a central administrative body. 

Unfortunately, at this meeting there was a 
very small representation of our ‘Profession to 
take part in the discussion. 

I listened with much pleasure to a paper on 
Young Farmers’ Clubs by the Principal of 
the East Anglian Institute of Agriculture. He 
showed how useful these organisations could be 
in assisting in the education of the farmer of 
the future. 

In conclusion, I would submit that, while it 
is always useful for the Veterinary Profession 
to discuss agricultural problems with agricul- 
tural workers, to this Association the chief in- 
terest of a Congress such as this is the oppor- 
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tunity it can afford our Profession of discussing 
the veterinary aspect of questions affecting 
Public Health. The relegation of veterinary 
members and their papers to an agricultural 
section prevents veterinary members from dis- 
cussing these more important matters with their 
other colleagues in Public Health administra- 
tion. This is a grave disadvantage, and I sub- 
mit that before a delegate is nominated in 
another year, this question should be further 
examined, 


THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
PREVENTION OF TUBERCULOSIS 

The Secretary read Dr. WoOoOLDRIDGE’s 
report on the Annual Conference of the above 
Association in the following terms :— 

On June 14th and 15th I attended, as your 
delegate, the Twentieth Annual Conference of 
the National Association for the Prevention of 
Tuberculosis. The discussion mainly centred 
upon a review of the past twenty-one years’ 
working of the National Tuberculosis Scheme 
and had reference almost entirely to the human 
hygiene and welfare problems involved. Only 
one reference was made to the veterinary aspect. 
In his opening address Viscount Astor referred 
to the great diminution in the deaths from non- 
pulmonary tuberculosis in England and Wales, 
the numbers falling from 14,600 in 1911 to 
5,400 in 1933. He nevertheless emphasised the 
need to improve further the milk supply and 
charged the Ministries of Health and of Agri- 
culture with side-tracking their obvious duty 
in not evolving a common non-voluntary scheme, 
Viscount Astor also stated that the testing of 
cows is by no means satisfactory and gave 2s 
his reasons for this, firstly that tuberculin was 
not standardised and secondly that some veter- 
inary surgeons still “lack the experience 
necessary to interpret the results correctly.” 

Perhaps I might express the view here that 
this statement probably represents the crux of 
the whole tuberculin test problem as seen in our 
Profession to-day. The opinion that some 
veterinarians are unable to interpret the results 
correctly is widely held by large numbers of in- 
terested and influential people outside the Pro- 
fession and its frequent repetition at meetings, 
and on committees has led to the generalisa- 
tion that veterinary practitioners as a whole are 
unable to interpret the results of the test cor- 
rectly. I would respectfully suggest that here 
is a matter that should receive the attention 
of the Association and that it should state 
clearly that the vast majority of veterinarians 
both in practice and in the public health ser- 
vices have both the necessary experience and 
capability of interpreting the test correctly, that 
the test itself is not infallible and that, as at 
present constituted, a proportion of results must 


be obtained which are difficult to interpret even 
by the most experienced tester. Nevertheless 
the Association should proclaim its opinion that 
the test is a useful although not a perfect tool 
to use in the eradication of bovine tuberculosis. 
Furthermore I personally consider that the 
Association shou'd wage war on the few in- 
efficient practitioners or public health officers and 
take steps to facilitate the attendance of those 
few veterinarians who have not had the oppor- 
tunities to become efficient in the test at some 
institution for a short course of instruction. 
ROYAL SANITARY INSTITUTE 

Mr. C. FE. Perry's report of the proceedings at 
the Congress of the Royal Sanitary Institute 
Was read as follows, by the SECRETARY :— 

As delegate for the National Veterinary 
Medical Association of Great Britain and 
Jreland, at the Royal Sanitary Congress held 
in Bristol on July 9th, 1934, 1 beg to submit 
the following report. 

I attended meetings of the Veterinary Hygiene 
Section, when the following veterinary surgeons 
were present: Professor Share-Jones, President, 
Colonel Dixon, and Messrs. J. R. Barker, L. B, A. 
Grace, F. L. Gooch, R. W. Hall, G. E. Henson, 
lb, W. Menzies, S. V. Golledge, T. J. Margarson, 
W. RK. Watson, N.S. Barron, R. A. Willett, H. E. 
Bywater, H. Good, W. 8S. Stevens, W. Halstead, 
k. J. Burndred and Captain Hewer. 

Mr, L. B. A. Grace’s paper on “ Meat Inspec- 
tion Administration” was well discussed, Mr. 
R. W. Hall, M.R.c.v.s., of Barry, opening the 
discussion. Several other veterinary surgeons 
took part. 

Mr. Barker’s paper on “ The Veterinary Sur- 
geon and the Milk and Dairies Act and Tuber- 
culosis Order,” and Mr. Stevens’ paper: “ A Plea 
for Intensive Action Against Bovine Tuberculo- 
sis,” were practically discussed together. Mr. 
Ss. V. Golledge (of Trowbridge, C.V.O., Wilts.), 
opened the discussion and the following veter- 
inary surgeons took part: Mr. Burndred, Mr. 
Willett (of Staines), Mr. Barron (Reading Uni- 
versity), Mr. Torrance (Chief Veterinary 
Officer, Notts.), and Mr. C. E. Perry (Bristol). 

The papers were well discussed and the 
Veterinary Hygiene Section was, in my opinion, 
a great success. 

The following resolution was passed: “ That 
the Section of Veterinary Hygiene at the Bristol 
Congress of the Royal Sanitary Institute recom- 
mends the Council of the Institute to urge His 
Majesty’s Government, on grounds both of 
humanity and economy, to take steps to secure a 
total eradication of tuberculosis from bovine 
herds.” 

The Presipent said that he was sure the 
Council would wish him to express their grate- 
ful thanks to those three gentlemen for the 
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very valuable reports they had presented, on 
the conferences that they had attended as their 
delegates. (Applause.) The reports indicated 
the advisability of that Association being re- 
presented at conferences such as those about 
which they had heard. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. STEELE BopGer observed that in each of 
those reports attention was drawn to matters 
which deserved the serious attention of the Coun- 
cil, and in his view it was not sufficient merely 
to pass a vote of thanks to their delegates. For 
example, in Dr. Wooldridge’s report they had 
had brought to their notice a slur on the capa- 
hilities of the part-time man in the interpreta- 
tion of the double intradermal tuberculin test. 
He thought such a matter should be referred 
to one of the standing committees for considera- 
tion. Then there was Mr. Nairn’s submission 
that before a delegate is nominated in another 
year to attend the Congress of the Royal Insti- 
tute of Public Health, examination should be 
made of the question of the undesirable practice 
of relegating veterinary members and their 
papers to an agricultural section. 

Dr. Woo tpripce said that, personally, he 
would like to see his recommendation in regard 
to the tuberculin test sent to the Veterinary 
Officers’ and Public Health Committee, to see 
whether any action could be taken by the Asso- 
ciation in that matter. 

It was agreed that the reports of both Dr. 
Wooldridge and Mr. Nairn be forwarded to the 
Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health Com- 
mittee for their consideration. 


Motion by Dr. Wooldridge 

The next business before the meeting was to 
re-consider, in the light of information received 
from the Divisions, the following motion moved 
by Dr. Wooldridge at the meeting of Council 
held on January 2nd :— 

“That the Divisions of the N.V.M.A. be 
requested to furnish the * National’ with 
the names of their members, so that the 
whole question of independent membership 
of the parent body and its Divisions can 
be considered.” 

Dr. WootpripnGce, being invited to speak to 
his motion, said that what he would like mem- 
bers of the Council to know was that a list 
had been got out of the people who, being 
members of the Divisions, yet were not members 
of the N.V.M.A. 

Averaging the figures for the whole of the 
Divisions, the fact was brought out that 24 per 
cent. of the members of the Divisions were not 
members of the N.V.M.A. At the January meet- 
ing he understood the Association’s Solicitor to 
say that the rules demanded that members of 
Divisions should be members of the parent body. 
He moved that that ruling be brought to the 
notice of the Divisions, and that they be re- 


quested to make every effort to induce their 
members to become members of the N.V.M.A, 

The Soviciror said that the whole matter 
Was dealt with by article 22, which said this: 
“Any number of members may associate them- 
selves together and so form a Division of the 
Association and in Jike manner any number of 
Divisions may group themselves together and 
so form a Branch of the Association.” There- 
fore, no one was eligible for membership of a 
Division unless he was a member of the 
N.V.M.A., because it was only members of the 
N.V.M.A. who might form a Division. 

Mr. STEELE BopcEerR: “I propose that that 
article be rigidly adhered to.” 

Mr. MALE enquired if it was not a fact that 


many Divisions were in .existence, as veter- 
inary societies, before the “ National” was 
formed. 


The PREsIDENT replied in the affirmative and 
added that there was another point: was there 
not an article that Divisions were independent 
bodies ? 

The Soviciror: “ Only as regards their in- 
ternal economy.” 

Dr. WooLpRIDGE suggested that his motion 
was the better of the two under the circum- 
stances. He thought it was quite certain that 
they could not force every member of a Division 
to become a member of the parent body. 

Mr. STEELE Bopcer: “I am endeavouring to 
be logical, that is all. All Divisions, even if 
they were formed before the N.V.M.A. itself, 
are now affiliated to the * National.’ I think 
that if members of Divisions were aware of the 
position they would become members of the 
N.V.M.A.” 

Major RABAGLIATI supported Dr. Wooldridge’s 
resolution. 

Mr. McInrosu expressed the view that this 
Was a matter which required much considera- 
tion on the part of the Council. If they were 
going to interpret their bye-laws as they should 
be interpreted, apparently, it was inevitable that 
the membership of the Divisions must be 
affected seriously, and that would be a very 
unfortunate thing. (Hear, hear.) Divisions 
still possessed a certain amount of autonomy, 
and if the “ National” was going to insist that 
all members must be members 6f the parent 
body, however desirable that might be, their 
action must react gravely upon Divisional 
membership. To endeavour to force members 
of societies to be members of that Association 
Was somewhat high-handed. They must be 
induced and not compelled to do so, 

Mr. Perry said that if they were going to 
carry out Mr. Steele Bodger’s proposal, all the 
Divisions would have to alter their rules, 
because the first rule of his Division, at any 
rate (and, he presumed, of others also), was that 
each member must be a Member of the Royal 
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College of Veterinary Surgeons, and that was 
all. 

Mr. MALE proposed that the matter be referred 
to one of the committees for consideration. He 
thought that if they were going to deal with 
the matter of membership at all they must start 
at the other end and follow the example of the 
British Medical Association : the fact of the man 
being a member of the British Medical Associa- 
tion made him a member of his local Division, 
and at the same fee. (Hear, hear.) One would 
have to alter the whole basis of the thing and 
make the fee for the one include the fee for 
the other. He proposed, therefore, that the 
matter be referred to the Organising Committee 
for consideration. 

Mr. J. WiLLeEtTT seconded. 

The Soviciror said that there was one further 
way in which they could look at the matter: 
they might read article 22 as saying that a 
Division could only be conceived by members 
of the N.V.M.A.; having been born, it might 
increase its family by adoption. (Laughter.) 

Mr, STEELE Bopcer: “I am horrified that the 
articles of association can be so twisted as to 
mean anything that one wishes them to, mean.” 
(Laughter.) “I support the proposal to refer 
this matter to the Organising Committee.” 

The proposition was passed. 


Resolution from Closing Meeting of Edinburgh 
Congress 


“That a small committee be formed to 
consider the possibility of the National 


Veterinary Medical Association taking 
steps in conjunction with the National 


Farmers’ Union of Scotland to formulate 
an organised programme of research into 
white scour and allied diseases of calves.” 

“That the members of this committee 
should include Captain James Anderson, 
Mr. Hugh Begg, Mr. Arthur Gofton, Dr. 
Russell Greig, Dr. W. S. Gordon, Mr. W. 
Nairn and Mr. R. MeDill Smith.” 

The PRESIDENT said that the matter in ques- 
tion was a very important one, and he thought 
it would meet with the approval of that Council 
that such a committee as was proposed in the 
resolution should be formed and organised to 
deal with the whole problem. It was a question 
now of their formally approving of the resolu- 
tion, setting up a committee and of adding the 
names of any other members to it. 

At this point the SEcrRETARY read a letter from 
Captain Anderson, of Keith, asking for his name 
to be withdrawn, as he was resident some dis- 
tance from Edinburgh, but expressing his 
willingness to assist in any investigation that 
might be decided upon. 

Professor MACQUEEN enquired if the proposed 
procedure would involve the Association in any 
expense, 
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The PRESIDENT replied in the negative; it was 
only a question of considering the possibility of 
taking steps to formulate a plan of research. 

Mr. McInrosw thought that the Council 
should extend their sympathy and all the sup- 
port they could to that resolution. Those of 
them who attended the Congress at Edinburgh 
would remember the force with which the 
inatter was brought before that meeting. They 
had representatives of the National Farmers’ 
Union of Scotland to speak on the question of 
white scour and allied diseases of calves. He 
did think that if that Association could do any- 
thing to assist in investigating those complaints 
peculiar to calves, they should do so with all 
their power. For that reason he suggested that 
the Council should accept the resolution as it 
stood. They would know that it applied almost 
entirely to Scotland, to which region an inves- 
tigation would, presumably, be largely confined. 

In this connection the Secretary read a letter 
from Mr. Duncan Cumming, of Peterculter, 
stating that, as he was intimately acquainted 
with the leading members of the National 
Farmers’ Union in his district, and had already 
been discussing the question of calf diseases 
with them, he would be glad to serve on the 
proposed committee, 

The following resolution was accordingly 
passed, on the proposition of Mr. McIntosn, 
seconded by Mr. Nairn: “ That this Council 
approves of the resolution that a committee be 
set up in connection with the formulating of a 
programme of research into calf diseases; that 
the name of Mr. D. Cumming be added to the 
list of names mentioned in the resolution, and 
that the committee have power to co-opt 
members to act upon it.” 


Resolution from Major Kirk 


A letter was read from Major Kirk, embody- 
ing the following resolution :— 

“That the N.V.M.A. contributes third- 
class travelling expenses to the President, 
to be retrospective to include Mr. Nairn’s 
year of office.” 

The Presipent: “ I think this is a very appro- 
priate matter to be referred to the Finance Com- 
mittee first.” 

The Council concurred. 


Place of Next Meeting 


It was agreed that the next meeting of 
Council, N.V.M.A., be held in London, 


Any Other Business 


Mr. Nairn said that there was a small matter 
to which he wished to draw the attention of 
the Council. Most of the members would re- 
member that at the last meeting an important 
question was raised by a recommendation of the 
Finance Committee dealing with reorganisation 
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of the office staff. Attached to that recommen- 
dation was a second item which referred to an 
increase of salary for the two senior members 
of the staff, but he thought that no definite 
decision Was arrived at in regard to it. He 
therefore desired to move that an increase of 
salary be granted to the senior staff, Mr. Knight 
and Mr. Brown. 

This was seconded by Mr. MALE. 

The PRESIDENT said that this was a recom- 
mendation from the Finance Committee and he 
thought it was only right and fair, since the 
Council had omitted to deal with it on the last 
occasion, that it should be dealt with at that 
meeting. 

After further discussion, it was finally agreed 
that the Finance Committee be asked to con- 
sider these applications, the committee to have 
power to act; and, if granted, any increase to 
be retrospective: also that the matter be con- 
fined to the salary issue, 

The meeting then terminated, with a vote of 
thanks to the President for his conduct in the 
chair. 


VICTORIA VETERINARY 
BENEVOLENT FUND 


Meeting of Council 


A meeting of the Council of the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund was held at 10, Red 
Lion Square, London, W.C.1, on Wednesday, 
October 3rd, 1934, when the following members 
were present: Lieut.-Colonel J. W. Brittlebank 
(President) in the chair, Professor J. B. Buxton, 
Messrs. J. W. MeIntosh, W. Nairn, Lieut.- 
Colonel P. J. Simpson, Mr. Arnold Spicer, Cap- 
tain S. Villar, Messrs, J. Willett, W. Woods and 
Lieut.-Colonel T. Dunlop Young. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been published in The Veterinary Record, were 
taken as read and signed as correct. 

Letters of apology for absence were received 
from Major F. L. Gooch, Captain J. R. Rider, 
Messrs. H. P. Standley and W. Jackson Young. 


SECRETARY'S REPORT 


The Secretary submitted the following report, 
which was approved :— 
New Subscriptions 


£ s. d 
A. P. Burgon (increased by) 010 6 
I). Imrie (increased by) 010 6 
1 
Donations 

£ 

Eastern Counties V.M.A. (Shipley 
Cup Bowls Tournament) ... 3.4 O 
Major T. H. Hobson .. 610 0O 


Miss FE. A. Millar (legacy)... 22 86 
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C. Peirce one 2 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College 
Alumnus Assn. (Annual Meeting 
and Dinner collection) ... 0 0 
Simpson and Dunkin Golf Trophy 


Students’ Union Society, Royal Veter- 

inary College wiki 5 O 
W. W. Smart ... ‘0 110 
Major W. H. Wortley (proceeds of 

subscription dance) 4 6 
Mrs. Walker... 4 4 0 


£68 11 


The financial position for the ensuing quarter 
is, however, very precarious. I estimate that 
the total amount we shall have at our disposal 
between now and the end of December is £250, 
Our grants for the same period will amount to 
more than £500, so that the account will be over- 
drawn'by about £250, unless some special wind- 
fall reaches us, or a large number of additional 
subscriptions are received. 


CASES 


The Council then proceeded to consider cases 
for relief, and their decisions were as follows :— 

&2.—M.R.C.V.S. Unemployed, wife ill. The 
grant of £1 per week to be continued for the 
present. 

104.—Widow, aged 52, and mother-in-law, 
aged 83. This grant to be reduced to 15s, a week 
as from the end of October. 

111.—Widow, aged 38, one son 
Grant desired towards school fees, 
not acceded to. 

141.—Widow, aged 45. Three daughters, two 
at school. This application was deferred for 
further information. 

1382.—Wife of member. Husband in and out of 
employment. Three young children. 'The grant 
ot 30s. per week to be continued for the present. 

168.—Wife of member. One son at schocl, 
Application for help towards school fees. Appli- 
cation not acceded to. 

178.—Wife of former member, aged 41. One 
scn ut school. This grant to be discontinued. 

180.—Widow, aged 67. One son unemployed, 
one daughter a nurse. The Executive Com- 
mittee’s grant of 15s. a week approved. 

181.—Widow, aged 87. Three sons, none 
able to help; daughter fully occupied in nursing 
mother. The Executive Committee’s grant of 
£1 a week in this case was approved, the grant 
to be continued for three months. 

182.—Widow of Colonel, R.A.V.C., aged 87. 
Death reported. Application for grant towards 
funeral expenses. This matter was left in the 
hands of the Executive Committee, 


aged 12. 
Application 
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Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 


inclusion in these columns. 
Diary of Events 
Oct. 31st.—Meeting of the Scottish Metropoli- 


tan Division, N.V.M.A., at Edin-. 


burgh. 
Nov. 1st.—Annual Dinner and Dance, Central 
Veterinary Society, at the May 
Fair Hotel, Berkeley Street, W.1. 
Nov. 2nd.—Annual General Meeting and Re- 
Union Dinner, R.A.V.C. Old Com- 
rades’ Association, Anderton’s 
Hotel, Fleet Street, E.C. 
Noy. 5th.—Meeting of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, N.V.M.A., at 2, Verulam 
Buildings, Gray’s Inn, W.C.1, at 
4.30 p.m. 


IRISH VETERINARY COUNCIL v. P.D.S.A. 
APPEAL UPHELD BY Court 

As we go to press we learn that Mr. Justice 
Sullivan, Mr. Justice Hanna, and Mr. Justice 
O’Byrne, in the High Court, Dublin, allowed the 
appeal of the Veterinary Council from _ the 
decision of District Justice Flood, at Limerick, 
who dismissed two summonses of the Irish Vet- 
erinary Council against Geo. F. Planton and the 
People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals of the 
Poor. The case was remitted to the District 
Justice to be dealt with on the finding. 

The question for the Court was whether the 
District Justice was right in his interpretation 
of the word “ practice ” in the Sub-section in the 
Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1931, on which he dis- 
missed the summons, 

In the original case Mr, Planton had been 
summoned for practising veterinary surgery 
contrary to the provisions of the Act mentioned, 
and the Dispensary was summoned for holding 
itself out as being prepared to practise veterinary 
surgery. 

The proceedings will be reported in some 


detail in an early issue. : 
* 


* x * 
PERSONAL 
CHIEF VETERINARY OFFICER, DURHAM COUNTY 


CouNCIL 


Mr. H. Birkett Allan, M.R.C.Vv.S., D.Vv.S.M., of 
“Mosscroft,” Whitburn Road, Cleadon, Co. 
Durham, has been appointed to succeed the late 
Major Harry Peele as Chief Veterinary Officer to 
the Durham County Council. . 

Mr. Allan, who has been an Assistant Veterinary 
Officer to the Durham County Council since 1929, 
was in the service of the Cumberland County 
Council as a whole-time Veterinary Officer for 
two years, prior to which he was for over three 
years an Assistant Veterinary Officer under the 
City of Birmingham Corporation. 


Birth.—Hamitton.—At Farfield Nursing Home, 
Morecambe, on the 2nd inst., to Mr. and Mrs. A. A 
Hamilton, of 21, Longlands Crescent, Heysham— 
a son. 


R.C.V.S. OBITUARY. 


Burt, Walter, 2, Edward Street, Brighton. Grad- 
uated London, May 16th, 1895, Fellow December 
14th, 1901; died October 22nd, 1934. 

Gipson, Hermann, Abbeytown, Cumberland. 
Graduated Edinburgh, December 17th, 1906; died 
October 13th, 1934, aged 50. 

Latta, James, 41, Hill Road, Barrow-in-Furness. 
Graduated New Edinburgh, December 19th, 1901; 
died October 16th, 1934, aged 61 years. 

MITCHELL, Louis, Captain, late R.A.V.C., 73, 
Beaufort Road, St. Leonards-on-Sea. Graduated 
London, July 6th, 1887; died October 20th, 1934, 
aged 70 years. . 

* * * 


INFECTION OF MICE WITH INFLUENZA VIRUS 


Last week’s (October 21st) issue of The Lancet 
contains a communication (an abstract of which 
will be published in a forthcoming issue of The 
Veterinary Record) from Drs. Andrewes, Laidlaw 
and Wilson Smith, in which a description is given 
of work leading to the finding that mice can be in- 
fected with the virus of influenza—a further and 
important step in the progress of research into 
this disease following upon last year’s discovery 
that influenza could be transmitted to ferrets. The 
strains of virus employed, after ‘“ passage” 
through ferrets, included human virus and swine 
virus, and the introduction of these viruses by 
the intra-nasal route succeeded in setting up in- 
fection. Anti-sera were prepared against the 
ferret strains of human and swine influenza virus, 
and these sera neutralised the: corresponding 
mouse strains. Five of the mice received mix- 
tures consisting of the virus and the anti-serum. 
These animals survived, though they were proved 
to be susceptible. Another lot of five mice which 
received only the virus died of influenza six or 
seven days after infection. 

xe * * * * 


DAIRY SHOW OUT-GROWING AGRICULTURAL 


LL 


At the luncheon given by the British Dairy 
Farmers’ Association at the Royal Agricultural 
Hall, Islington, in connection with the London 
Dairy Show, which was held during the past 
week, reference was made to the question of the 
limited accommodation provided by the Agricul- 
tural Hall for an exhibition of the increasing 
dimensions of the dairy show, and it was hinted 
that, if increasing popularity made a change 
necessary, Olympia might be considered as a 
future venue. 

Mr. Sydney Edwards, honorary director of the 
show, referred to the large increase in this year’s 
entries. In practically every section, he said, 
the number of exhibits was greater than last year. 
A very gratifying feature was the increase of 
between 50 and 60 cattle entries. 

Mr. G. Titus Barham, president of the show, 
who has been a member of the association since 
1882, presided at the luncheon and welcomed 
Lord Rowallan, who will be the association’s 
president next year, and Mr. H. S. Holmes Pegler, 
the senior steward of finance, whose connection 
with the association dates from its formation 
56 years ago. 


Gymkhana for R.V.C. Re-Building Fund.— 
Under the Presidency of the Marquis of Crewe, 
the East Horsley Gymkhana Association held a 
well-organised gymkhana and horse show at East 
Horsley on Saturday, October 6th, in aid of the 
Royal Veterinary College. 
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“THE DISRUPTION OF THE DOG” 


“T have sometimes entertained the fancy of 
a sort of animal pageant or allegory, in which the 
various breeds of Dog should represent the various 
phases of Man,” writes Mr. Gilbert Chesterton, 
under the above heading, in the October 4th issue 
of his Weekly. “I mean that Man has not only 
absorbed dogs into his civilisation, but has 
largely differentiated dogs to suit his different 
civilisations. We could almost have the whole 
tragi-comedy of human history acted as a play 
by performing dogs. All sorts of stories and 
stages are, so to speak, recorded in dogs. Without 
plunging into such antiquities as China, or into 
the rather delicate question of puppy-pie, we 
may at least note that the Italian Greyhound 
must surely be a perfect monument of the Italian 
Renaissance. There everything has been sacri- 
ficed to elegance and grace; and to a certain 
swiftness which was part of the Renaissance ideal 
of grace. Similarly, the French Poodle is really 
and truly a relic of the great age of French cul- 
ture; what the French themselves call the Great 
Century; a century of shaven faces with florid 
perukes and ruffles, exactly corresponding to 
the shaven spaces and florid wig of the poodle; 
who is nevertheless the last relic of a time 
crowded with polished and brilliant men, from 
Pascal to Voltaire. It was the one age that be- 
lieved supremely in civilisation, without having 
any hankering after barbarism; therefore it was 
not only clipped and laid out a garden like a 
pattern, but even laid out a dog in patterns, as 
if he were a garden. On the other hand, Matthew 
Arnold declares that the German genius always 
goes close to the ground, and the Daschund seems 
to carry out this principle; to say nothing of the 
other element of which some have complained; 
that a German sentence, like a Daschund, takes 
rather a long time to march past. In matters 
of religious culture, the Scotch Terrier certainly 
looks very like a Scotch Calvinist. And I sup- 
pose that medizval Christianity would be repre- 
sented by a St. Bernard, on account of his size, 
of his connection with the monastery and _ his 
dedication to the great medizval saint. And 
though these latter cases may be merely fanciful, 
it is true that the quadrupeds in question did 
sometimes really correspond to local claims or 
characteristics. The particular claims once made 
for John Bull, for instance, rightly or wrongly, 
were exactly represented by the image of the 
British Bulldog. The British Bulldog was at least 
more really native than the British Lion. 

“Everyone must have wondered at the vast 
range of difference in dogs, considering they 
have all been bred from some common stock, 
at least relatively in historic times. I have often 
wondered why, among a hundred wild theories 
of evolution, nobody develops the suggestion that 


the other animals were bred by man in some, 


archaic or prehistoric farm, where he deliber- 
ately produced the elephant out of the pig, for 
the sake of size and strength; or the giraffe out 
of the sheep, as a convenience for reaching the 
tops of trees. But there is another aspect of this 
speculation, in which evolutionary theories are 
likely to be not only wild but mad. The pro- 
fessors of Eugenics talk about Citizenship; but 
the real danger of their fad, if it could be carried 
out, would be the disappearance of the Citizen. 
There would be no such thing as the normal 
or universal Citizen, any more than there is 
any ‘such thing as the normal or universal Dog. 
Anybody who knows how scientific inventions 
are really used, knows that this would instantly 
be used for specialism for some form of prize- 


winning. We should have athletes bred to run 
like greyhounds, though their heads were as 
small as greyhounds’, fighting men as ugly as bull- 
dogs so long as they were as strong as bulldogs; 
or even human beings left to go blind if they had 
only to work in the dark. The moment it is 
admitted that the type of Man can be treated 
like the type of Dog, the result will be the very 
reverse of any breadth or brotherhood; it will 
be the splitting of humanity into a hundred 
narrow specialists; and the dissolution of the 


image of God.” 
* * * * 


LICENSING OF ee (SCOTLAND) IN 


The Department of Agriculture for Scotland 
has issued a report on the results of operations 
under the Horse Breeding Act, 1918, during the 
period November Ist, 1933, to July 31st, 1934. It 
shows that 504 applications were received for 
stallions to be licensed, and that 489 licences were 
issued and 15 refused. The following table gives 
the details :— 


Number of Numberof Number of 


Breed or type of applications licences licences 

Stallion. received issued refused 
Clydesdale 442 428 14 
Hackney a 3 2 1 
Highland pony ... 23 23 — 
Percheron 4 4 — 
Shetland pony ... 13 13 — 
Shire... 1 1 
Suffolk eo 1 1 — 
Thoroughbred ... 5 5 — 
Non-pedigreed ... 12 12 — 
All breeds 504 489 15 


The 14 licences refused in respect of Clydes- 
dale stallions were refused on the following 
grounds: Stringhalt, 2; ringbone, 1; sidebone, 
4 (including 1 for both sidebone and roaring); 
roaring or whistling, 3; defective genital organs, 

The one licence refused in the case of a 
Hackney was on account of stringhalt. 

During the past ten years 1925-1934 (inclusive) 
applications have been made in respect of 4,707 
stallions, and 4,598 licences have been issued and 
109 refused. The refusals have been on the fol- 
lowing grounds: Stringhalt, 25; shivering, 6; 
roaring or whistling, 29; sidebone, 16; ringbone, 
10; bone spavin, 3; cataract, 1; defective genital 
organs, 14; defective coaformation, 5—total, 109. 
Several of the rejected animals suffered from 
more than one defect—-e.g., one had roaring and 
stringhalt, one roaring and ringbone, one roaring 
and sidebone, one sidebone and ringbone, one 
whistling and shivering. The percentage of re- 
jections this year was 2-98 per cent., the highest 
for ten years, the second highest during that 
period being 1928 with 2-9 per cent. During the 
three years it ranged from 1:4 per to 1°9 per cent. 
The number of Clydesdales licensed is 46 more 
than last year, and the highest for over ten years. 

* 


THE SUFFERINGS OF FORTY-TWO DOGS 


In the current issue of the official journal of 
the R.S.P.C.A. details are given of a recent case 
at Portmadoc, where a man and a woman were 
fined €25 for causing unnecessary suffering to 
forty-two dogs and ordered to pay twenty-five 
guineas costs between them. The defendants 
were also disqualified for life from keeping a 


dog. 
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An inspector of the Society said he visited the 
defendants’ premises with a police-constable and 
a veterinary surgeon. In a shed in the grounds 
they found a dead dog hanging by a chain from 
a bedstead. They went round the grounds and 
found dogs chained up in various parts. Some 
had been on the chain for a considerable time 
and were in a shocking state, suffering from 
septic sores and mange. There were a few loose 
dogs about the grounds. Some were too weak to 
move, being nothing but skin and bone, and they 
must have suffered intense pain. The veterinary 
surgeon ordered their destruction and they were 
destroyed with a humane killer. With the aid 
of a torch they searched the whole house and 
found dogs tied up in all kinds of places. The 
dogs were in a terrible state. On entering the 
living-room, where the male defendant was sit- 
ting, they found eighteen dogs, some tied to the 
legs of chairs and some to a bed. Some dogs 
were blind from disease; one had a leg missing; 
others had large raw wounds at the throat caused 
by rat bites. It was evident that these dogs had 
become so weak that they were overpowered by 
rats, which were as big as cats and were eating 
the dogs alive. He destroyed the dogs and he 
also destroyed a large number of rats. On an- 
other day he found six more dogs; five were in 
a terrible condition and were destroyed. Acting 
on advice he allowed one dog to remain with 
the male defendant as protection from rats. 


The veterinary surgeon said he had never seen 
dogs kept in such terrible surroundings. De- 
composed bodies of dogs were found in several 
rooms in the house, and bones were scattered 
all over the ground. “ This is one of the most 
overwhelming cases of cruelly I have ever seen 
or heard of in my life,” he added. 

The chairman said the Bench found the defen- 
dants guilty of the grossest and most dreadful 
neglect. It was the most horrible case possible 
to imagine, and that it had happened in a civilised 
country like ours was almost beyond belief. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


October 27, 1934. 


Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday’s issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 


his correspondents. 
* * * 


CHANGE OF SEX IN A CAT 
To THE Epiror oF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—On October 31st, 1933, I castrated a male 
half-Persian black kitten: there were no abnor- 
malities to be noticed. On October 15th, 1934, 
ithe same cat produced three kittens. 

The owner is quite sure that it is the same 
animal, as it is a great pet and performs the same 
tricks which it did before it was castrated. The 
owner had noticed that shortly after castration 
it “ mothered” a litter of kittens belonging to 
another cat in the house. 

I examined the cat and found no signs of any 
male organ. There was milk in the breasts and 
the vagina had the normal appearance of that 
of a cat newly kittened. 

I should be interested to know if any member 
has had a similar experience. 

The kitten was about twelve weeks old when 
castrated. 

Yours faithfully, 
Durham. Joun D. PEELE. 
October 17th, 1934. 


The Editor acknowledges, with thanks, the 
receipt of the following: — 

Communications from Captain S. C. A. Datta 
=n and Major Brennan DeVine (Birming- 
1am). 

Report of a meeting of the Lancashire Divi- 
sion, N.V.M.A., from Mr. A. L. Mullen (Hon. 
Secretary). 

Report of a meeting of the North Midland Divi- 
sion, N.V.M.A., from Captain W. Tweed, Hon. 


Secretary. 


Diseases of Animals Acts. 


SUMMARY OF RETURNS 


Foot- | 
Anthrax. and-Mouth Parafitic§ || Sheep Swine 
Disease. Mange. Scab. Fever. 
Animals Out- | 
slaugh- breaks 
Out- Out- tered as | reported Out- Out- Swine 
Period. breaks Animals | breaks diseased | by Animals| breaks breaks  slaugh- 
con- jattacked.| con- or ex- Local |attacked.| con- | con- tered. 
firmed firmed. posed to | Authori- firmed. | firmed. | 
| infection. ties. 
No. | No. No. | No. No. No. || No. | No. No. 
Period Ist to 15th Oct., 1934 te © 2 | 297 l l 8 | 88 38 
Corresponding period in 
: ff 7 7 4 587 l 5 || 4 | 33 
1932 ove 5 5 2 143 2 2 5 35 
1931 sé oes one 12 13 1 166 3 3 10 74 | 33 
Total Ist January to 15th | 
October, 1934... 336 11 960 104 172 460 (1,291 770 
Corresponding period in | | | | 
see | 224 253 69 6,710 116 193 285 (“1,115 683 
1932 - +oe eee ee 268 331 12 1,093 109 169 174 1,330 | 642 
1931 eae eve coe §=|| 380 425 97 10,649 120 216 224 } 1,541 650 


7 § Excluding outbreaks in Army Horses. 
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Nora.—The figures for the current year are approximate only. 


